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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1949, 10:50 O'CLOCK, A. M. 


---000--- 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: The meeting will come to order. The 
Secretary will call the roll of the committee. 

(Thereupon Miss Shade called the roll which showed the 
following members of the committee present: 

Assemblyman Waters, Assemblyman Brown, Assemblyman 
Collier, Assemblyman Conrad, Assemblyman Grant, Assemblyman 
Lipscomb, Assemblyman McCarthy, Assemblyman Stewart, 
Assemblyman Lincoln, Assemblyman MoMillan, and Assemblyman 
Hawkins arrived a few minutes after the roll call was taken. ) 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: There is a quorum present. Ladies 
and gentlemen, at this time I want to introduce the members 
of this committee who are present. First on my right is 
Mr. Laughlin E. Waters, Assemblyman from the 58th District. 
Next is Mr. Ralph Brown, Assemblyman from the 30th District. 
Over here is Mr. John L.E. Collier, Assemblyman from the 54th 
District, then Mr. Charles J. Conrad from the 57th District, 
Mr. William S. Grant, Assemblyman from the 70th District, 
Mr. Glennard P. Lipscomb, Assemblyman from the 56th District, 
Mr. Robert I. McCarthy from the 25th District, Mr. Lester A. 
McMillan, Assemblyman from the 6lst District, Mr. Augustus 
F. Hawkins, Assemblyman from the 62d District is not present, 
and Mr. Luther H. Lincoln Assemblyman from the 15th District 
is present. All members of the committee are present with 


the exception of Mr. Hawkins. 
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I want to introduce at this time the members of the 
Legislative Counsel, Mr. Angus Morrison, and wr. Philip 
O'Donnell. Will you stand up, gentlemen, so the committee 
can see you are here. (Mr. Morrison and Mr. O'Donnell stood. ) 

Also I want to introduce at this time the counsel for 
the committee, Mr. Eugene Williams of Los Angeles. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to make this state- 
ment: 

The Assembly Interim Committee on Governmental 
Efficiency and Economy, created by House Resolution No. 253 
of the 1949 Regular Session, held its first meeting in Los 
Angeles on August 26, 1949. Committee activity at that time 
was confined to organization of the committee and considera- 
tion in a general way of the subjects it would undertake to 
investigate and the extent to which those subjects would be 
studied. 

A Gecision was mace to investigate at the next meeting 
the matters contained in the articles appearing in the 
August 135, 1949 and August 20, 1949 issues of Collier's 
Magazine and to interrogate Mr. Arthur H. Samish as to the 
statements therein assribed to him. 

A transcript and record of the information developed at 
this interrogation will be made and placed at the disposal 


of the members of this committee for their perusal and study. 


On the basis of this information the committee will be 


better enabled to ascertain what the next steps should be. 


> as 
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A request has been made of the Legislative Counsel 
to make a thorough and exhaustive collection, examination, 
and analysis of the constitutional provisions in force in 
other states and laws enacted by other states and Congress 
which deal with lobbying or legislative representation, cor- 
rupt practices, and purity of elections. From this study the 
committee may discover the controls which other jurisdictions 
have deemed necessary and adequate to curtail improper 
activities in these fields. 

Copies of the results of this study will be distributed 
to the committee members as soon as they become available, 
Pull consideration of this material will be of assistance to 
the committee and its members in determining what steps next 
to take and inquiries to make in the conduct of this 
investigation. 

Mr. Morrison, has the Legislative Counsel since the 
last meeting made any effort to comply with the request of 
the committee at that time? 

MR. MORRISON: Mr. Stewart, it is quite a sizable task. 
This word "lobbying" is kicked around quite a bit and covers 
a multitude of activities which are not really lobbying under 


the indexes of the laws. It covers lobbying laws whicn 


require the registration of legislative representative, you 
might call them. It also covers purity of election laws, 
that is, contributions made to legislators with a view toward 


later getting a favorable vote on measures, and it covers 
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corrupt practices act and so forth. 






We have gone through seventeen of the forty-eight states 






and have compiled the laws of those states on all those 





In addition to that, we have attempted to set out 






subjects. 









the differences between the laws of each state to afford the 
committee a better picture. Where al] states have a certain 






provision, we will show that generally as one example, and 







then the differences between the laws of each state we have 
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set out separately. 


We feel that the balance of that job will take possibly 















ad a month or so to finish up in proper manner. 
12 CHAIRMAN STEWART: Thank you, Mr. Morrison. Is Mr. 
13 Arthur Samish present? (Mr. Samish indicated his presence. ) 
14 Come forward and be sworn, please, Mr. Samish. Mr.Waters, 
15 will you please swear the witness? 
16 (Thereupon Mr. Samish was sworn by Mr. Laughlin Waters. ) 
17 TESTIMONY OF 
18 ARTHUR H. SAMISH, ESQ., called to the stand to testify 
\ 19 having been duly sworn by Mr. Waters as follows: In the 
20 matter now pending before this Committee, do you solemnly 
: 21 swear the testimony you are about to give shall be the truth, 
22 the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 








MR. SAMISH: I do. 








24 CHAIRMAN STEWART: Mr. Williams, Counsel for the 





Committee will at this point interrogate the witness. 






~w 
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MR. WILLIAMS: Your name is Arthur H. Samish? 
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MR, SAMISH: That is right. 








MR. WILLIAMS: And you are also sometimes known as Art 





Samish or Artie Semish, is that correct? 






WR. SAMISH:s That is right. 







MR. WILLIAMS: Where do you live, Mr. Samish? 










MR. SAMISH: San Francisco. 












MR. WILLIAMS: And where in San Francisco? 









MR. SAMISH: 293 - 28th Avenue. 





WR. WILLIAMS: Yes, and what is your occupation? 










MR, SAMISH: Public Relations Counsel and Secretary 





Manager for the California State Brewers! Institute. 





MR. WIL1IAMS: How long have you been in that business? 











MR. SAMISH: I would say altogether going on thirty- 








four years. 







MR. WILLIAMS: Do you operate under your own name or by 









some other name? 





MR, SAMISH: My own operation is under my own name. 








WILLIAMS: I have heard it said from time to time 









that you are known as Aytie Samish and Associates, is that a 





fact? 





MR. SAMISH: No, there is a setup Arthur Samish and 






Associates, Arthur H. Samish. 





MR. WILLIAMS: That is your organization, is it? 









SAMISH: Yes. 





MR, 





MR. WILLIAMS: And that isn't a corporation or a part- 






nership or anything of that sort? 
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SAMISH: Wo. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Do you have associates in your work? 
MR, SAMISH: Yes, sir. 
MR, WILIT.IAMS: And who are your principal associates? 
MR. SAMISH: Well, principally would be Mr. Janes 
Rieden. 
MR. WILT IAMS: Mr. James Rieden? 
WR, SAMISH: Yes. 


WILLIAMS: Where does he live? 





MR. SAMISH: In Burlingame. 

MR, WILLIAMS: What is his function in your organization? 

MR. SAMISH: Well, in one of the contracts that we have 
he acts as public relations and consultant in matters in 
connection with wineries throughout California. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Who are your other associates? | 

MR. SAMISH: As far as Samish and Associates are con- | 
cerned? | | 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes. 

MR. SAMISH: Mr. Rieden. 

MR, WILLIAMS: None other? 

MR. SAMISH: As far as Samish and Associates are con- 
cerned--I'm just trying to figure--permit me please. 

MR. WILIIAMS: Surely. 

MR. SAMISH: Let me ask Mr. Rieden, do you mind? 
Jimmie--I'm trying to get it correct for you. Jimmie, is 


there anybody else in Associates? 
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(Mr. Rieden indicated there were no others in Associates./ 


bed 





MR. SAMISH: That is it, gentlemen--James J. Rieden of 
Burlingame, California. 

MR. WILLIAMS: All right. Now, you heve other associat s 
in some other capacity, then, I take it? 

MR. SAMISH: Yes, I would say--not associates, but a 
great many friends and coworkers. 


MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, people who are employed by you or 
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are under your direction. 
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MR. SAMISH: They are not employed by me, but they more 






or less are guided under my direction. 






12 MR. WILLIAMS: Now, I have heard of a man named Frank 





X. Flynn who is an associate with you--in what capacity? 





14 MR. SAMISH: He is more or less friendly--I mean he is 





a great personal friend of mine, but he has his own business, 















16 MR, WILLIAMS: Does he have work in connection with 
| 17 your business, too? | 
| 18 MR. SAMISH: Well, we all coordinate more or less in 
| 19 our industry. 
ZO MR, WILLIAMS: I have heard of another man named : 
21 William Jasper. Is he connected with you in some way? 
Be MR. SAMISH: Yes, he works under me, under my direction. 
aS MR. WILLIAMS: In what capacity? 
24 MR, SAMISH: More or less runs errands. 
2 MR, WILIIAMS: And where does he live? 
os MR, SAMISH: In Los Angeles. 
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MR. WILLIAMS: He runs errands for you? 

MR. SAMISH: Mostly runs errands except mine. 

MR. WILLIAMS: All right, sir. Now, Mr. Samish, in 
your work, do you do what is commonly known as lobbying work? 

MR. SAMISH: I am a lobbyist, 

MR, WILLIAMS: A lobbyist, and in that connection are 
you registered as a lobbyist with the Legislature? 

MR. SAMISH: I am registered as a lobbyist with the 
Legislature. 

MR. WILLIAMS: For how long a period have you been so 
registered? 

MR, SAMISH: A good mény years. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And you are at the present time so 
registered? 


MR. SAMISH: Yes. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Now, in whose employ are you registered? 


MR. SAMISH: California State Brewers! Institute. 


MR. WILLIAMS: And are you registered as the lobbyist 
for any other organization or group? 

MR, SAMISH: No, sir, not to my recollection. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You do represent other organizations, 
groups, and interests in matters before the Legislature, do 
you not? 

MR. SAMISH: At Sacramento? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. 

MR. SAMISH: You mean directly employed? 
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MR, WILLIAMS: Yes. 


MR. SAMISH: Why, I have several clients, I imagine, more 


or less, 


MR. WILLIAMS: And what are the names of those clients? 

MR, SAMISH: I have one client as an example--I think I 
worked for the Golden Gate Turf Club at a doller a year, I 
think that is what I was offered and I accepted that assign- 
ment at one dollar a year with no more or no less with no 
expenses. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Any others? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't know. Anybody may come to me and 
I would take it for a dollar a year, no more,no less, no 
expenses. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Do you represent the liquor interests 
other than the Brewers! Institute? 

WR. SAMISH: California State Brewers! Institute at 
Sacramento? 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes, 

MR. SAMISH: California State Brewers’ Institute. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Only. I take it then you don't repre- 
sent any other liquor interests at Sacramento? 

MR. SAMISH: No, we more or less coordinate all our 
activities and policies are directed more or less under me. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Do you represent any other liquor 
interests any place other than at Sacramento? 


MR. SAMISH: Yes. 
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WR, WILLIAMS: What others? 

WR, SAMISH: Schenley Distilleries, eleven western states 

MR. WILLIAMS: And what is your function for the 
Schenley Distilleries? 

MR. SAMISH: I am consultant on merchandising and all 
problems affecting the general policy of the company. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Including lobbying? 

MR, SAMISH: No lobbying. 

MR. WILLIAMS: No lobbying at all? 

MR, SAMISH: No. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Who does the lobbying in the State of 
California for the Schenley interests? 

WR. SAMISH: Sir? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Who does the lobbying in the State of 


California for Schenley? 


MR. SAMISH: They don't have any. Distilleries don't 


have any interest there. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Now, have you told us the names of all 
persons whom you represent at Sacramento in lobbying? 

MR. SAMISH: I might have some other clients that might 
come along at a dollar a year, but you have the main ones. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You have in the past represented others 
in Sacramento? 

MR. SAMISH: Oh, yes. 

MR. WITLIAMS: Give us the names of those others. 

MR. SAMISH: I can't recall. I have been up there close 
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to forty years. 


WR, WILLIAMS: You represented the California Turf 


Club at one time, did you not? 

MR, SAN ISH: Yes. 

MR. WILT IAMS: Did you at any time represent the organiza 
tion that has been attempting to get another racetrack at 
Puente? 

MR, SAMISH: Wo. In fact, I threw out the account of 
the Los Angeles Turf Club. 

MR. WILLIAMS: When was that? 

MR. SAMISH: Two or three years ago--four years ago, 
and also I at that time represented the Hollywood Turf Club 
and threw both accounts out. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, may I ask you if you are familiar 
with two articles..... 

MR. SAMISH: And since that time let me say, Mr. 
Williams, I have been offered an assignment for those tracks 
at a terrific sum and since turned it down. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I will question you about that a little 
more fully later. 

MR. SAMISH: I'm just anxious that you don't overlook 
it. I want you to have all the facts. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I won't overlook it. Are you familiar 
with some articles which appeared in Collier's Magazine on 
the dates of August 15, 1949, and August 20, 19497 

MR. SAMISH: Yes. 
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WR. WILLIAMS: May I at this time, Mr.Chairman, have 
marked as exhibit for evidence before this committee the 
Article of August 15, 1949, which I will hand to the 
Secretary? 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: That will be Exhibit No. 1. 

MR. WILLIAMS: And also the Article of August 20, 1949, 
which I will hand to the secretary and ask that be marked 
Exhibit No. 2. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: Exhibit No. 2. 

(Thereupon the above mentioned articles were received 
into evidence and marked Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2 by the 
Secretary. ) 

MR, WILLIAMS: Mr. Semish, are you acquainted with the 
author of these articles, Mr. Lester Velie? 

MR. SAMISH: I met the gentleman. I might say at this 


time, Mr. Williams, in order to help you--and I want to be 


cooperative with you and this committee--I have put some 
of my ideas down on @ memorandum and one of my assistants 
formulated the reading for me, and I would like to read it 
to you so that it may be of some help to you in what you 
are attempting to do, or I hope you are attempting to do 
here today. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You desire to read that yourself, do 
you? 

MR. SAMISH: Pirst, yes. 

WR. WILLIAMS: I would be very happy to have you do 
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that. 

MR. SAMISH: Thank you very much, 

MR, WILLIAMS: It is understood this reading is part of 
your testimony and your statement under oath? 

MR. SAMISH: It is my statement under oath. 

WR. WILLIAMS: If you have an extra copy for me, I 
would appreciate it. 

MR. SAMISH: I do and I will be happy to give you what- 
ever copies you want, Wr. Williems., (Mr. Semish at this 
point distributed copies to the committee members, Mr. 
Williams, members of the press and others present as far 
as they reached.) (Reading) 

"T have come here at the invitation of your chairman 
and I shall be glad to cooperate with you gentlemen to the 
best of my ability. 

"I assume, because of the wide publicity given certain 
articles in Collier's magazine as written by Mr. Lester 
Velie that it is this subject into which you wish to inquire, 

"It occurred to me that it would be helpful if I had 
some formulation of my thinking to present to this committee. 
You know I am not a writer but this statement which has been 
prepared by one of my associates contains my thoughts and 
my ideas. 

"May I say at the outset, that if the press and the 
public generally will not treat this entire matter as a short- 


lived sensation and go back to sleep again, the Collier's 


GRAESER REPORTERS 


535 OCHSNER BLDG., SACRAMENTO, PHONE GILBERT 2-0044 




















articles will prove one of the most constructive happenings 





| and 






in California's recent history. 





"Some people seem to think I talk too much about politics 






lobbying and kindred matters. The fact is I have not talked 







enough. 





"I have no apology for any part I may have had in the 





Collier's articles. It would be easy to say that I was mis- 






quoted. Frankly, there are very few direct quotes of mine 
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in the articles and even the few times I am quoted directly, 








a) 
Oo 


the interpretation has not been completely accurate. 









a) 
a 








"A certain per cent of what Mr. Velie wrote is true 





te 
~ 


but some of the conclusions may need clarification, 





ps 
A 


"Surely my activities at Sacramento have been no ‘secret! 








we 
ib 


to any member of this committee or to any member of the 








Legislature. Being labeled the ‘Secret Boss of California! 






16 






may have helped Collier's increase its newsstand sales but 
17 






because Collier's so states doesn't make it so. 
18 






"I have come here to talk; to answer questions you may 






19 want to ask about good government in California. But if this 


20 Committee just wants to play politics; to make a Roman 






ol _ holiday; to let this inquiry degenerate into plain nonsense, 





RR 





I hope you will spare your time and mine. This is, or should 





25 





be, a more serious investigation. We should get down to 








24 






cases about lobbying and public interest in representative 


as government. 






"There is not a thoughtful citizen in the United States 
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today who isn'¢ deeply concerned about what is happening to 






representative government. 


"Besides being a lobbyist, I happen to be a father and 






a grandfather. I have a great interest in what is going to 











happen to my children and other American children. 
"I had little formal education, but during the past 








thirty-four years I have studied government as a profession, 





"This has come to be an era of deficit spending. The 
National debt is now something like two hundred fifty 






billions of dollars. The National budget is forty billions 







of dollars and notwithstanding this tremendous sum, the 





Federal Government is expected to spend in excess of four 






California 





billions of dollars over and above the budcet. 





has a budget in excess of a billion dollars--one of three 







States now in the billion dollar budget class. There is no 






such thing as a free lunch and someone must pay for every 






















17 government service. 

18 "Where do all these tax dollars come from? The citizen 
19 taxpayers of America. 

20 "What has made California and America prosperous? 

21 Venture capital. Yet there is little venture capital today. 
£2 Industrial expansion has always been an index of the availa- 
23 bility of venture capital. Many great companies! securities 
24 are selling at book value. Even stocks of the strongest 

£5 banks in America today are quoted at less than their 






liquidation value, 
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"Why all this? Excessive taxation is the principal 
answer. 

"To protect my clients intelligently, in most instances, 
it has been necessary for me to protect the public good. 

"You should be concerned, as I have been concerned, 
with the future of our State and our Nation and the necessity 
for making them safe for our children and our children's 
children. 

"T am a lobbyist of the alcoholic beverage industry. 

If there is anybody who favors more rigid enforcement of the 
laws governing alcoholic beverages than I do, I would like 
to meet him. 

"ur, Velie seems to have made much of my regard for the 
State Board of Equalization. I challenge anybody to show 
that my interest in the Board of Equalization has been other 
than an insistence on a strict but impartial enforcement of 
the Alcoholic Beverage lews and regulations. I have never 
asked a special favor or partial enforcement of the law for 
any client. But I have insisted that what is good for one 
must be good for all and must be in the public interest. 

"By all means, let us keep an eye on lobbyists--all the 


lobbyists--even those who appear in the guise of public 


relations consultants and other phoney titles. 

"Let us not be hysterical about it and let us not stop 
just with lobbyists and lobbying. Let us also inquire into 
the activities of the lawyer-legislator-lobbyists; those who 
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have solicited and accepted or been proffered and accepted 
employment from interests directly concerned with legisla- 
tion. It has been my observation that after accepting such 
employment, lawyer-legislator-lobbyists have shown a marked 
tendency to vote for and otherwise act in the interests of 
their clients, as distinguished from impartial representa-~- 
tion of the interests of the public. 

"If this investigation leads to the conclusion that we 
must end lobbying as we know it now, let us draft a law 
which will eliminate lobbying and lobbyists. But let us not 
fool around with inane legislation against lobbying. Let 


us make it enforceable. 
"Tf you plan to have this hearing today degenerate into 


specific questions as to my clients or my relationship with 
my clients or their interests may I sucgest that we post- 
pone such questions to a later day so that I can refresh my 
memory and make my answers as specific as your questions. I 
assure you of my complete cooperation in advance, but I must, 
in fairness to my clients, make certain that there can be no 
misunderstanding or misinterpretation of my answers. 

"Let us also have other lobbyists here under similar 
conditions. 

"We need strong men in the Legislature; men who have a 
knowledge of the machinery of legislation; men who have the 
ability to make the machinery operate in the interests of 


the people. We need young men; men of vision; patriotic men, 
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like the veterans of our wars who know what it is to fight 






and suffer and die for a free country. 






"I do not pretend to know as mech about history and 


economics as either Mr. Herbert Hoover, or Mr. Bernard 







Baruch, clear-thinking men, the pride of the Republican 
and Lemocratic parties. But I have learned ehough the hard 








Way to know that these gentlemen are right when they advise 






the American people that things are close to the danger 


point. 






10 "out of this study of government, the most important 






11 fact I have learned is that the American people are sound 







12 asleep while free institutions are being destroyed. 






13 "IJ want to live in a free country and I am going to do 





14 quite a bit of lobbying to keep it free. 


15 "Let us have a real crusade, such as we had when Hiram 





16 Johnson cleaned up the State of California and awakened the 






17 






people. 
"J have never liked bosses whether they be political 






18 






19 bosses, or industrial bosses, or labor bosses, or any other 






kind of bosses. 
"I refuse to be dictated to by bosses and I have 






resisted using my profession to advocate legislation not in 





the public interest. I am, in all honesty, a lobbyist for 










the people of California. 






"yr. Velie had been in California for some days and had 






talked to many people before he talked to me. 
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"I knew the kind of story he had in mind to write. I 
wasn't sure that he could properly evaluate and coordinate 
all the information he had received from many sources in the 
short time he spent in his study of California politics. 
Theat was the reason I asked the privilege of reading the 
article before publication. I felt that from my study of 


California government I would be able to point out any wrong 


conclusion he may have reached. 

“and if you want to know what was in my mind while I 
talked with Mr. Velie let me read the final paragraphs of 
his article: 

"tHow can the people get rid of you and others like you 
in California, Artie?’ this writer asked Samish. 

"*There is one way,’ Artie replied. ‘The people mst 
take more interest in the men they elect.! 

"That is what I had in mind; that is the message I 
tried to convey through Mr. Velie to the people of California. 

"That is why I am a lobbyist of the people. 

"If the Collier's articles have done nothing else than 
awaken the people of California to take a renewed interest 
in good government, they will have served their purpose." 

MR. WILLIAMS: That is the conclusion of your written 
statement, Mr. Samish? 

MR. SAMISH: Yes. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Now, Mr. Samish, may I ask a few questions 

MR. SAMISH: With pleasure. 
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MR. WILLIAMS: You have stated very frankly that you 


talked with Mr. Valie and that before these articles were 


published you read the articles. 

MR. SAMISH: Oh, no, will you say that again? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Before the articles were published you 
read the articles? 

MR. SAMISH: Oh, no--no, Mr. Williams, let me again 
file a copy of this with you if you haven'; got a copy. Wo, 
I didn't read that. I present to you this copy and you can 
use it maybe as your exhibit or for your information. Let 
me give you something I don't think you have a copy of--let 
me ask you if I say in there--you asked me whether I read 
the articles before they were published? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. 

MR. SAM'SH: Let me say for the record and for your 
information, on June 23, 1949--I hand you a copy of a letter 
I wrote to Mr. Velie in which--the meat of it reads as 
follows:--In fact, let me read this, may I? 

MR. WILLIAMS: I think we could probably save time by 
filing it as an exhibit with the committee. 

MR. SAMISH: Wait a minute, you asked a question, and 
I have got to answer it as honestly as I know how. This is 
very important. I would like to read it, may I? 

MR. WILIIAMS: Yes. 

WR. SAMISH: This is to Lester Velie whom I since 
learned to call Lester, so I address him "Dear Lester." 
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(Reading) 
"Dear Lester: It was very nice to have your letter of 







June 21; to learn that you had talked with Bartley Crum, and 






the kind things he said about me. 







"It is heartening to have your evaluation of such good 





friends es Messrs. Neylan, McCabe, and Crum. One cannot 


have intimate associations with such outstanding personalities 





without absorbing something of their philosophy of honesty 
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of purpose. 
"Over my many years of experience in dealing with 





~ 
o 













= 
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people, I think I have developed an ability to read character 










~ 
w 





and I endeavored to give you the benefit of that experience 








a 
a 


in evaluating a number of individuals about whom you sought 










be 
us 


information. At the same time, from my conversations with 







a) 
oi 


you, I am convinced that you are a fair minded person who 









~ 
o® 


would not knowingly do anything harmful to any individual 





by 
“N 





who might be the subject of interest in your writings. 









=) 
© 


"That is the reason I was more than ordinarily frank 








=) 
© 


with you and wanted to give you every possible help in 








~w 
oO 


developing your story. I also tried to be as helpful as 






possible in securing photographic illustrations for the ar- 






ticle, even to suggesting several poses which were completely 






informal. 







"Knowing me as well as you do, you can understand my 





wanting to make certain there will be no misunderstanding 


or that no wrong construction will be placed on the pictures 
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or the text which might erflect derogatorily on the 
California Legislature. 

"It is my very earnest request that I be privileged 
to review the article before publication in the interest of 


bringing facts up to date and verifying accuracy of incidents 


and quotations so that there may be no misunderstanding as 
to wrong inferences to be drawn or false conclusions reached. 

"In short, I want, more than anything, to help you to 
be certain that your article is as honest and factual as 
it can be made." 

MR. WIILIAMS: The rest of it hes no relation to our 
subject? 

MR. SAMISH: Means nothing. Now, I received no reply 
or wasn't privileged to scrutinize or look over the article 
before publication. That letter, as I said, was written 
on June 25. On July 1 I wrote a letter to the speaker of 
the Assembly, Mr. Collins, which reads as follows--and it 
is very short. This was the concluding day of the Legisla- 
ture that the letter was presented. (Reading) 

"Dear Mr. Collina: Some weeks ago Collier's magazine 
assigned Mr. Lester Velie, an associate editor of that 
magazine, to come to California to prepare an article on 
the California Legislature. 

"ur. Velie interviewed me on several occasions and I 
understand he also interviewed a number of legislators as 


well as certain officers and attaches of the Legislature. 
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"I call your attention to the enclosed copy of a letter 
I recently wrote to Mr. Velie concerning his forthcoming 
article and particularly to that paragraph in which I 
say I want ‘to make certain there will be no misunderstand- 


ing or that no wrong construction will be placed on the 


pictures or the text which might reflect derogatorily on 
the California Legislature.' 

"This letter and the attached copy of my letter to Mr. 
Velie is for your information and file. 

"With all kind regerds. 

"Sincerely, Arthur H. Saemish." 

That was sent on July 2. The Collier's came out in 


August with the article. 
MR. WILLIAMS: May I have a copy of that to file with 


the Legislature? 


MR. SAMISH: Yes. 

MR. WILLIAMS: This will be exhibit next in order. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: Exhibit No. 3. 

(Thereupon the above mentioned document as read by 
Mr. Sgmish, Assembly Deily Journal, July 2, 1949, was 
received inte evidence and marked Exhibit No. 3 by the 
Secretary. ) 

MR. WILLIAMS: Wow, Mr. Samish, you then did not have an 
opportunity to and did not read either of the articles 
before they were published, is that correct? 

MR. SAMISH: No. 
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WR. WILLIAMS: Did you read them upon their publication? 
MR. SAMISH: Yes, and I enjoyed them. 
MR. WILLIAMS: And did you thereafter write to Mr. 

Velie or to Collier's disclaiming any part or portion of 

the articles? 


WR. SAMISH: Why, no, I didn't do that. I didn't see 


any reason to. 

MR. WILI IAMS: Well, you didn't? 

SAMISH: Wo. | 

WILLIA¥S: Now, you observed when you read the 
articles that the title of the articles was, "The Secret 
Boss of California"? 

SAMISH: That is right. 

WILLIAMS: And prior to the publication of the 
articles did you know, or had you been informed that that 
would be the title of the articles? 

MR. SAMISH: No, Mr. Williams, but let me say--let's 
deal with that a little bit more. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I want an answer to my question. Did 
you know, or had you been informed that that would be the 
title to the article? 

MR. SAMISH: I didn't see the title or the article. 

WR. WILLIAMS: Did you know or had you been informed 
by Mr. Velie or by anybody else that that would be the title? 

WR. SAMISH: No, I was not, but I think they misquoted-- 
if I may have a minute to clarify. 
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WR. WILLIAMS: Pardon me--just a minute--let me ask 
you a question and then you can answer. Is it a fact that 
you now claim or at any time have claimed to be the secret 
boss of California? 

MR. SAMISH: Why, of course not. Ask any member of 
this committee or any member of the Legislature. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I'm asking you. 

MR. SAMISH: You know better than that. of course, I 


haven't. 


WR. WILLIA¥S: You do not now and never have claimed to 


be the secret boss of California? 

WR. SAMISH: WNo--but now, just a second... 

MR. WILLIAWS: Now, inasmuch as this article has been 
published and the word "secret" is no longer involved, do 
you now claim or have you ever claimed to be the boss of 
California? 

SAMISH: Way I answer that? 

WILLIA¥S: Yes. 

SAMISH: Let me clarify it because.... 

WILLIAMS: Just answer that question yes or no. 

SAMISH: Wo, i'm not going to answer it yes or no 
because I want to tell you why I'm not. | 

MR. WILLIAMS: You can answer it yes or no, then you 
can explain. 

MR. SAMISH: Let me answer it as intelligently as I 
know how. J have come here to cooperate with you and the 
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committee, Mr. Williams, and I'm here in a most cooperative 
spirit and if this article has certain sentences which should 
be called to your attention or to the committee's attention 
or to the public, I'm going to try and do that if you will 
permit me to, and I know you are fair. | 

That article said that Art Semish is the secret boss of 
California. I want to just call your attention to something 
I really enjoyed. I think they misconstrued who the secret 
boss of California is, and I'm going to tell you why--and 
I read for a minute please? On page 635 of the Collier's 
article if you will refer.... 


WR. WILT.IAMS: Theat is the first Collier's article? 


MR. SAMISH: I don't know whether it is the first 
or the second, but on page 63 of the Collier's article-- 
I'm most anxlous..... 

MR. WILLIAMS: That mst be the second article. 

MR, SAMISH: I presume so, Mr. Williams. I want to 
just call something to your attention and I read as follows: 

"Scene in a Lobbyist's Hotel 

"When the legislature hacked Governor Earl Warren's 
budget bill, it was using a cleaver that had already been 
swung in Sacramento's Senator Hotel--in the rooms of Monroe 
Butler, lobbyist for independent o11 companies in California. 

"* T had five or six Assemblymen up here at a time for 
lunch until about fifty had come,! Butler told me. 'I 
explained the budget to them, and we laid out the strategy 
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for slashing it. Elmer Bromley (utility lobbyist) and 
Vincent Kennedy (retailers' lobbyist) helped. And Charlie 
Stevens (lobbyist for major o11 firms) worked the Senate. ' 

"Wheat has made the Third House so persuasive? 

"Obligingly,. Mr. Butler (the independent 011 company 
lobbyist) explains: 

"'These people (the legislators) don't get elected by 
accident simply on their own steam,' he told this writer. 
‘Hell, we give them contributions. We give them checks. 

"'tThe contributions,! added Butler, ‘are made on the 
basis of a man's record.' 

"When legislative investigators summed up their own and 
a grand jury's findings back in 1938, they said: 

"*Corruption is not necessarily bribery.'*" 

I ask you, Mr. Williams, don't you believe the Collier's 
made a mistake when they titled me the secret boss of 


California when a man says emphatically as described in 


Collier's he has fifty legislators up to a room. That is 
almost two thirds of the Assembly. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Now, getting back, will you answer the 
question I asked you, Mr. Samish, as to whether you do or 
do not claim to be the boss of California, either secret or 
otherwise? 

MR. SAMISH: I'm no boss of California. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes. All right, you have answered that 
then. Now, is it a fact as stated on page 12 of the article 


GRAESER REPORTERS 


535 OCHSNER BSLDG., SACRAMENTO, PHONE GILBERT 2-0044 





oo N Oo FD Fk ABA WD HH 


ol ne ee 
P GA wD F O 


of the 13th of August--do you have that article before you? 


MR. SAMISH: Yes. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Is it true as stated in the second para- 


graph of that article that you can push laws through the 
Legislature or stop them cold? 


MR. SAMISH: Where is that? 
MR. WILLIAMS: That is in the second paragraph of 


the article of August 13 on page 12, the left-hand colum. 
SAMISH: No, that is wr. Velie's interpretation. 
WILLIAMS: Well, is that the truth? 
SAMISH: Why no. 
WILLIAMS: It is not a fact? 
SAMISH: No. 
WILLIAMS: All right. Is it a fact then that you 
named the attorney general? 
MR. SAMISH: Why, of course not. 
MR. WILLIAMS: That is not a fact? 
MR, SAMISH: No. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Is it a fact that you elected the mayor 
of San Francisco? 
MR. SAMISH: No. 
WR. WILILIAYS: Is it a fact that you told the mayor of 
San Prancisco whom to name for police commissioner? 
WR. SAMISH: Let me take the whole thing. 
WR. WILLIAMS: I want to.... 
MR. SAMISH: I want to do it right, too, and perhaps sav 
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some time...... 
MR. WILLIAMS: You are not saving me any time at all. 


MR. SAMISH: I think this whole article is clowning 
and nonsense--the whole article--so take the whole thing 
as one thing. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Wo, I want to ask you specifically about 
these things. Now, you haven't answered my question as to 
whether you told the mayor of San Francisco whom to name for 
police commissioner. Did -you? 


MR. SAMISH: Why, of course not. 


MR, WILLIAMS: All right. Now, do you claim or have 


you asserted at any time that you have the power to"make or 
break" governors? 

MR. SAMISH: Well, that is ridiculous. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Just answer my question, yes or no. 

MR. SAMISH: Why, no. 

MR. WILT IAMS: Is it a fact that you are the man who 
"once delivered California's delegates to a Presidential 
Candidate--wendell Willkie"? 

MR. SAMISH: Wo. 

MR. WILLIAMS: AS a matter of fact, the delegation wasn't 
delivered by anybody. 

MR. SAMISH: I don't know anything about the subject 
to be honest with you. It is something I know nothing about. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Did you have anything to do with the 
matter of the adoption by the Legislature of a resolution 
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on the subject of One World? 

MR. SAMISH: Don't know anything about it. 

WR. WILLIAMS: Nothing at all--you had nothing to do 
with it--so if the article indicates you are the man re- 
sponsible for that, the article is in error to that extent, 
is it? 

WR. SAMISH: I wouldn't say that--not only that, but 
I don't know the subject. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Well, you didn't have anything to do 


with putting it over? 


WR. SAMISH: I don't know anything about the subject. 


MR. WILLIAMS: Wow, let me ask you this. Do you claim 
to boss both Republicans and Democrats with equal impartialit 

MR. SAMISH: No. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Do you claim to boss either the Republi- 

or the Democrats? 

MR. SAMISH: I'm doing pretty good to boss myself. 

MR. WILIIAMS: Either with or without impartiality-- 

is your answer to that? 

MR. SAMISH: Silly. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I know~--but, do you? 

WR. SAMISH: Why, you know better. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I'm not asking--it isn't what I know. 

committee wants to know what you think on the subject. 

WR. SAMISH: I say take the whole article--it is a lot 


of clowning and nonsense. 
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MR. WILLIAMS: Now, I ask you, do you describe yourself 


as an endless chain of political strength? 

WR. SAMISH: Do I describe myself? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Describe yourself as an endless chain 
of political strength? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't describe myself. 

WR. WILLIAMS: Then, if Mr. Velie so quoted you, he 
was in error in that respect, was he? 


MR. SAMISH: I don't know what he is talking about. 
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MR. WILLIAMS: I'm referring to a quote used in the 


© 


article. 


~ 
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WR. SAMISH: You say a quote from me? Where is the 


= 
~w 


quote from me? 
MR. WILT IAMS: Let me point it out to you. (Looking 


pa) 
A 


at Mr. Semish' magazine.) You probably marked about the 
same things as I did. (Pointing out paragraph) In this 
paragraph he says, referring to you, "He has what he 
himself describes as ‘an endless chain of political 
strength! whose strongest links are ‘the little fellows’ 
of the industries that hire him." Did you so describe yourself? 
MR. SAMISH: Let's see--I could.... 
MR. WILLIAMS: You can answer that question, can't you? 
WR. SAMISH: Yes, I'm going to answer it--I'm trying to 
help you. Will you take that whole two paragraphs there that 
you asked about? I'm going to read this answer to you. 


(Reading from some typewritten notes) I represent the — 
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alcoholic beverage industry and the forty-four thousand 
licensees, and by so doing it seems to me I am representing 
the interests of a number of California citizens. Is it 
wrong for them to fight for their rights? Is it wrong for 
them to protect their homes, their families and their 
investments? 
MR. WILLIAMS: Do you desoribe yourself as having an 
endless chain of political strength? 
SAMISH: No, I don't know where you get that. 
WILLIAMS: I got that from the article. Do you? 
SAMISH: That is Mr. Velie's interpretation. 
WILLIAMS: He puts it in quote marks. You didn't 
use that language yourself? 
MR. SAMISH: Wo. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Is it a fact that you claim to have an 
endless chain of political strength? 


MR. SAMISH: I believe we have considerable strength 


in our industry in California, yes. 

MR. WILLIAMS: And that you personally contro] that 
strength? 

MR. SAMISH: I may direct policy on it, yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: So that to that extent, at any rate, the 
article is correct? 

MR. SAMISH: I'm trying to answer your questions. I'm 
not speaking for the article. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Now, did you or do you claim that is true? 
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MR. SAMISH: And the best indication of what I just 
said is when our industries coordinated and what happened 


against the dries last year in California. We defeated the 


dries by a million five hundred thousand majority. 

MR, WILLIAMS: That was a campaign that was..... 

MR. SAMISH: Coordinated. 

MR, WILLIAMS: By you? 

MR, SAMISH: Directed by me. 

MR.WILLIAMS: Yes. 

MR. SAMISH: Yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And the basis of it was the forty-four 
thousand licensees or license holders and those associated 
with them? 

MR. SAMISH: There is an interest from all parts of it. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You claim through that organization to 
have political strength in California? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't claim to have political strength, 
but there is terrific strength in that organization, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Which you control or direct? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't say I control or direct it. But 
there is terrific strength in this organization. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Didn't you say you controlled and directed 
the organization? 

MR. SAMISH: When did I say that? I said what? 

MR, WILLIAMS: That you controlled and directed the 


organization, 
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job when 


MR. 





it, supplied by clients who ask no accounting"? 


MR. 


MR. 





directing? 


I think they should do or the industry generally. 


reference to this organization that "I weld them together 


statement to Mr. Velie? 


last full paragraph on the bottom of page twelve. 


strong political organization. 


from you, is it? 


indicated by the vote of November. 


true that you have campaign money--I'm going 


of the next page--that you have "campaign money, barrels of 





SAMISH: I direct it, not control. 
WILLIAMS: You distinguish between control and 








SAMISH: I may tell half a dozen secretaries what 





WILLIAMS: And did you make this statement with 





damnedest political machine you ever saw. Boy, 






we can exploit it when we need it!"? Did you make that 













SAMISH: Where is that? 


WILLIAMS: Just at the bottom of page twelve, the 








SAMISH: Yes, we weld them together into a pretty 





WILLIAMS: The statement then is an accurate quote 





SAMISH: Well, [I'll say this, we do a pretty fair 
we have got them all together, yes. That is 





LLIAMS: Now, let me ask you this. Is it also 
now to the top 





SAMISH: Wo, I don't think the mint has that. 
WILLIAMS: Do you have money which you use for 
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campaign money for which you make no accounting? 

MR, SAMISH: Every penny spent on any political cam- 
paign has been rigidly accounted for, The billboard clients 
are used with full knowledge of the clients. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You do use the billboards of the clients 
and you do have campaign money, but it isn't a fact that 
you don't have to account for it? 

MR, SAMISH: Oh no, you have to account for every penny. 

MR, WILLIAMS: This money is provided by certain clients 
whom you represent before the Legislature and other ways in 
the State government? 

MR, SAMISH: Well, and friends. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, it also says here, “Artie has a 
political espionage system at the state's capital and beyond, 
which he describes as ‘the damnedest Gestapo you ever saw.'" 
Those last words are in quotes. Whenever the word "damnedest 
comes in, that is usually a quote. Now, is it a fact that 
you have a political espionage system at the state capitol? 

MR. SAMISH: Let me take you into a little secret. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Will you answer the question yes or no 
and then explain? 

MR. SAMISH: I've got to clarify it for you. That is 
an intelligent question you asked, and I want to answer it 
to the best of my ability. 

MR, WILLIAMS: I hope with equal intelligence. 


MR. SAMISH: Thank you. Let me tell you, Mr. Williams, 
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and take you into a little secret. We have got a lot of 


lobbyists and a lot of consultants and a lot of legislative 





advisers and secretaries and others, hangers-on. Lots of 





times they come to me. I've been up there a long time. 





They come to me and they say, "Mr. Samish, can you help us 





on this or that, and I've no objection to helping a fellow 





lobbyist if I. can so he can report home to his boss or keep 






a job. I've gone through those trying days, so in my con- 
versations with him he may tell me a lot of things that I 
couldn't learn otherwise and I try and help him if I think 







it is the right thing. Now, I don't go over to the capitol 





particularly, but in my travels around Sacramento a lot of 





people approach me for information, advice and help and 






consequently as they come to me and ask me about the subject 


or discuss it with me, they naturally tell me a lot of 





things, which I think is just an unlimited source of 







information and it doesn't cost me anything. You would be 
That to me is probably the best 





surprised what I learn, 








sort of a Gestapo a person could have is when you give people 






that want something help and you take them into your confi- 






dence and you attempt to cooperate with them. 









MR. WILLIAMS: 





In addition to that, do you have other 





persons whom you do compensate in one way or another for 






information? 






MR. SAMISH: I wouldn't want ea better Gestapo than the 







one I described to you. 
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MR, WILLIAMS: But, do you have any in addition to the 





one you described? 











MR. SAMISH: I don't have detectives or anybody snoop- 
This is an unlimited 









ing on anybody. I don’t have to. 






Gestapo of people telling me stuff when they want something. 






MR, WILLIAMS: Now, the word "Gestapo" carries the 






implication that you can use it for police purposes. Is 
that the implication you intended? 
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MR, SAMISH: Wo, the reason--I see more or iess where 






he uses that terme--I presume he has taken it from Hitler's 


=) 
o 








Gestapo. 









MR, WILLIAMS: The language he uses is quoted from you, 
Did you make that 










"the damnedest Gestapo you ever saw." 






statement to him? 
MR, SAMISH: I don't recall that. I did say that I 







have an endless chain of information supplied by those 





sources. 





br f 18 MR, WILLIAMS: And you regard the Gestapo you have as 






19 similar in character to that of Hitler? 
























20 MR. SAMISH: That is right. 
21 MR. WILLIAMS: So you are the Hitler of California? 
Re MR. SAMISH: I wouldn't say thet, Mr. Williams. You 
23 might say you are talking to the Hitler of California, but 
24 you can be mistaken. 

G aS MR. WILLIAMS: Now, it comes to dealing with human 







character....- 
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MR, SAMISH: Let me say this to you--that reminds me, 
and I want to be friendly to you. When you say, “You 
describe yourself as the Hitler of California," I would say 
I wouldn't describe myself as the Hitler of California, 


any more than you would in some matters you have undertaken, 


I want to be fair to you. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I never have suggested I had the 
"damnedest Gestapo you ever saw," 

MR. SAMISH: You practiced law in California, Mr. 
Williams, so let's get away from personalities and make this 
a family affair. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I want to find out what this article 
means. 

MR. SAMISH: I*d be happy to help you. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You are quoted by Mr. Velie as saying, 
"I can tell if a man wants a baked potato, a girl, or 
money,"--did you make that statement? 

MR. SAMISH: No, If he compliments me for my ability 
to judge character, I appreciate it very much. 

WILLIAMS: You didn't make that statement? 

MR, SAMISH: Why, I said if the gentleman is compliment- 
ing me for my ability to judge character, I appreciate it. 

MR. WILLIAMS: But, I think you also said you did not 
make this specific statement, is that correct? 

MR. SAMISH: No, I didn't make it. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And you do not claim that as a part of 
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your function, to furnish either a baked potato, a girl, 


or money to people that happen to want it, do you? 

MR. SAMISH: Well, if you were in distress, I would be 
glad to get you a baked potato. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I can assure you I don't need one, 

MR. SAMISH: Bless your heart, I'm just trying to be 
cooperative to show you it can be done, 

MR. WILLIAMS: You understand in your sense of fairness 
that this particular quote that you say is a misquote from 
you carries the implication that in order to strengthen 
your political position, you can and will get a baked 
potato, a girl, or money for somebody that wants it. Now, 
that is not the fact, is it? 

MR. SAMISH: No, that is not true. 

MR. WILLIAMS: That is what I wanted to know. I'm 
trying to get the answers to the implications of this article 

MR. SAMISH: No, that is not true, Mr. Williams. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Well now, I guess you will admit that 
it is true that you have a “master's grasp of the inner work- 
ings of the legislature, knows its lawmaking machinery as 
intimately as, say, Toscanini knows the pieces in his 
symphony orchestra"? 

MR, SAMISH: You are using a lot of words and a lot of 
description, 

MR. WILLIAMS: I'm just quoting from Mr. Velie. 

MR, SAMISH: I have never gone to school enough to 
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know some of those names. I haven't had the good fortune 
to have the time to read those books. I have been around 
the Legislature a good long time and I know the procedure 
pretty well. I was a kid around there. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, it speaks about the fact that 
to your chain of political strength which has heretofore 
been referred to, you also have “forged another link,” and 
it refers to the California Board of Equalization in which 
it is stated that people say it is “in the palm of Artie's 
hand." What have you to say as to the accuracy of that 
statement? 

MR, SAMISH: Let me say this to you. That is ridiecu- 
lous for these reasons, Mr, Williams. WNaturally--I explained 
in my other story that the things that my industry are con- 
cerned about is a reasonable margin of profit, a good 
night's sleep, strict enforcement of the law and doors open 
in the morning. I couldn't tell you accurately the location 
of the State Bozrd of Equalization of Sacramento. I have 
never appeared before it. I've never interceded for a 
licensee in the State of California. I don't know anything 
about that. That is so grossly exaggerated. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well now, this paper goes ahead--this 


article goes ahead to say that the reason you have them in 


the palm of your hand is because--I'm quoting, “Artie, the 
political powerhouse, can see to the election of its four 


members." Do you have anything to do with the election or 


GRAESER REPORTERS 
535 OCHSNER BLDG., SACRAMENTO, PHONE GILBERT 2-0044 





o oOnrN DOD ODO bP @AnDw BK 


YF YF YF YF YF » Ye Be Be pe 
o © YN OD OA &F A wD F OO 


~ 
© 


non-election of any of the members of the Board of 
Equalization? 

MR. SAMISH: I mean, I think if there are good men 
running for the office, our industries may get together and 
try to help them. Let me say this to you again and let me 
give it direct to you. I don't know the Board of Equaliza- 
tion. I don't know where it is--where the office is or the 
building they are in. I've never been before the Board of 
Equalization in my life. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You have never been before the Legis- 
lature or any of its committees, have you? 

MR, SAMISH: Yes, I have. 

WILLIAMS: Have you? 
Samish: Yes, sure, I have. 


WILLIAMS: Do you appear before legislative com- 


mittees? 
SAMISH: I have in years gone by. 
WILLIAMS: That's been a number of years ago? 
SAMISH: Yes. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Now, how many years has it been that 
you haven't appeared? 
MR. SAMISH: I don't recall exactly. I don't go to the 
capitol any more. I'm not in Sacramento very much. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Your method of representing your clients 
doesn't consist in either personally appearing or filing 
briefs with legislative committees in respect to legislation? 
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MR, SAMISH: The activities of most of the things is 
ninety-eight per cent bull anyway. 

MR, WILLIAMS: That is your considered opinion of the 
Legislature today, is it? 

MR. SAMISH: Wot of the Legislature--of the activities 
before a lot of committees and of a lot of other things that 
go on around there. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, it says in the next paragraph,in 
the last two sentences of the next paragraph, referring first 
to the State Board of Equalization: "Its potentialities as 
a political pork barrel are second only to the state legis- 
lature." And this is the part I want you to answer. 
"Semish can deliver both the board and the legislature." 

MR, SAMISH: That is Mr. Velie's interpretation. That 
is not mine. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Is that the fact? 

MR. SAMISH: No, that is not true. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Did you make any claim? 

MR. SAMISH: No, I never have. 

-MR, WILLIAMS: And then so far as either the Board of 
Equalization or the Legislature is concerned, you do not and 
never have claimed that you can deliver either of them? 

MR. SAMISH: No. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Wow, the next, second paragraph below 
thet. The first is a fact, that “Lobbyists usually perform 


the legitimate function of bringing their clients’ interests 
to the attention of the lawmakers,"“and they do it by 
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appearing before legislative committees and legitimately try 


to affect the shaping of that legislation. You say for 
many years you haven't followed that practice? 

MR, SAMISH: Wo. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Wow, what is your practice? What is 
your method of bringing desires of your clients before them, 
before members of the Legislature? 

MR. SAMISH: Why, it is very simple, Mr. Williams. In 
our different industries of the alcoholic beverages we have 
secretaries, attorneys and representatives, and I sit more 
or less as an adviser to them. I discuss problems with them 
and developments that might affect our business, because 
after all, in the particular thing I'm concerned about, the 
alcoholic beverage industry in California, we have the great- 
est set of laws of any state in the union, in my opinion. 
They worked out that way. We have got great regulatory 
laws. We have great tax laws, and we have got a great 
prosperous industry, and I find it only necessary to sit down 
every now and then when I may come to Sacramento with 
our attorneys or our secretaries or those that appear there 
and just guide the thing right. We don't want any legisla- 
tion. We haven't for years. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You want to prevent certain legislation? 
I think you mentioned a while back that you made a fight 


against some dry legislation. 
MR. SAMISH: It never came to the Legisiature. 
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MR, WILLIAMS: But, you do from time to time have 
Similar legislation before the Legislature, don't you? 

MR, SAMISH: Well, some of our attorneys or secretaries 
appear there and make a presentation and whatever happens 
happens for the best. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Do you personally contact and discuss 
these matters with members of the Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: They come around, or I may see them, sure. 
I will talk legislative problems in the hotel or something, 
but I make no real effort. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, the statement is made at the 
bottom of the second paragraph, or bottom of the second 
column of page thirteen of this article of August 13, “To 
his liquor clients Artie simply turned over the lawmaking 
facilities of an entire state." Is that the fact? 

MR. SAMISH: No. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You never have claimed it to be the fact? 

MR. SAMISH: No, that is Mr. Velie's interpretation. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Mr. Velie didn't convey your idea by 
that statement? 

MR, SAMISH: Wo. 


MR. WILLIAMS: Now, I observe here that your attorney 


Mr. Hoerchner, according to this article--you are quoted as 
saying that Mr. Hoerchner has written every liquor law in 


this state, good or bad. 
MR. SAMISH: Well, that is a little broad. Mr. Hoerchne 
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has sat down since repeal in 1932 and cooperated with lawyers 


and others in writing these laws. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Well, is it a fact that Mr. Hoerchner 


blushingly said, "But the ideas were all yours, Artie"? 


MR, SAMISH: Well, he is very complimentary there if 


he did say it. I don't recall. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You don't recall it? 

MR, SAMISH: No. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well, as a matter of fact, Mr. Hoerchner 
has and does, has in the past and does incorporate your 
ideas into proposed legislation which he has done? 

MR. SAMISH: A lot, I would say, yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And do you claim the credit that whereas 
the average excise taxes on beer in other states is two 
dollars and three cents per barrel, they are only sixty-two 
cents in California? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't know anything about the two 
dollars and three cents per barrel, but I know in California 
the excise tax is sixty-two cents plus sales tax and other 
things that other states haven't got. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And you yourself regard that as being 
due to the fact that you have “a granite wall." 

MR. SAMISH: Oh, no, I wouldn't say that at all. I 
have no granite wall over anybody. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Mr, Velie says it. 

MR. SAM[ISH: You take that up with hin. 
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MR, WILLIAMS: Well, I may do that. 

MR. SAMISH: I would like you to do that. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I wondered if he got the idea from you. 
MR. SAMISH: I can't tell you, This is his interpreta- 


tion of the thing. | 
YR. WILLIAMS: And Mr, Velie claims in this article in 


the next paragraph that you claimed credit for the fact that 
while the state was running seventy million dollar deficits 
and the Legislature was hitting up other industries, you 
were able to hold the rates on beer at the "present level," 
and quotes you as saying, “What more could I do for my 
clients?" Is that a correct quote from you? 

MR. SAMISH: Well, I don't know whether that is a 
correct quote or not, but as far as the other things, it is 
still Mr. Velie's interpretation. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Do you claim the credit for holding the 
tax on beer down while other azencies were being taxed? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't claim credit for anything. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Wow, we get down to this question of the 
race tracks, and you stated at an earlier point that you 
had represented the Los Angeles Turf Club and that sub- 
sequently you stopped representing them. That is correct, 
is it? 

MR, SAM'SH: Yes. 

MR. WILLIAMS: When did you represent them? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't recall. 
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YR, WILLIAMS: Several years ago? 

MR, SAMISH: Yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You haven't represented them for several 
years now? 


MR, SAMISH: No. 
MR, WILLIAMS: And is it the fact that at that time 


you were miffed at the Los Angeles Turf Club? 

MR. SAMISH: Never. 

MR, WILLIAMS: This statement then by Mr. Velie does 
not represent the fact? 

MR, SAMISH: Where does it say it? 

MR, WILLIAMS: It says, “Then, because he was miffed, 
Artie started to pull that wall down." 

MR. SAMISH: That is Mr, Velie's interpretation. 

MR, WILLIAMS: That isn't your idea? 

MR. SAMISH: No. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Never has been your idea? 

MR, SAMISH: Wo, and let me tell you, no legislation 
to that effect. 

MR. WILLIAMS: And did you at any time either advocate 
any legislation or participate in attempts to pass any 


legislation directed against either the Los Angeles Turf 


Club or any other track? 

MR, SAMISH: Let me just answer it by saying this--I 
did not attempt to pass any legislation, although I did 
believe and I do believe right now that what Governor Warren 
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requested in his original budget presentation for about 
four million dollars more from the tracks in California was 
the right thing to do, and I base that, if I may say, Mr. 


Williams--just to give you my thinking, and I want to be 
fair and I know you do. I never approached anybody in the 
Legislature to vote for or against that. However, I do agree 


heartily with Governor Warren in his desire to get four 
million dollars more from those tracks predicated on my 
previous experiences, and I mean by that simply this--I 
feel that the original investment of ten, twelve years 

ago up to the present time, particularly on Santa Anita, 
that the profits have been so enormous and are so enormous 
today, and that goes for the Hollywood track, too, that 
Governor Warren is entirely justified in recommending to 
the Legislature that he get four million or whatever the 
amount is additional in legislation. And I heartily endorse 
that. I really mean that because I want to say this--as 
far as I'm concerned, you take in Los Angeles County you've 
got over four million people. When they tell me there are 
seventy-five thousand people at thst race track there, I'm 
inclined to believe that there are three million nine 
hundred twenty-five thousand that are not there. And I'm 
not so sure what they would do if they ever got a chance 

to vote upon it. I'm also not so sure, Mr. Williams, that 
these race tracks--remember they have three hundred sixty~- 
five days in California, and we have over four hundred days 
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of racing, and I'm inclined to believe that if these race 
tracks continue, which history has shown, to operate the way 
they do in California today, that the communities in which 
they operate particularly will go broke. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Well, now, let me ask you.... 

MR, SAMISH: I frankly think it is a disgrace and that 


is for your information and the record. 


MR. WILLIAMS: Let me ask you this in that connection 


then. Mr. Velie quotes you directly as saying this, “When 
I worked for him" (referring to Dr. Charles Strub of the 
Santa Anita track) "I let nothing go through." “When Artie 
quit, everything began to break." Did you make that state- 
ment? 

MR, SAM’SH: Why, of course not. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Did you make any part of it? . 

MR, SAMISH: Wo, I don't control anything. How can I 
control anything. I'm not a member of the Legislature. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Well, that is the question we are going 
into here, whether people who are not members of the Legis- 
lature can control anything. 

MR. SAMISH: I mean, that is something I can't do e 
thing about. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Here is an article, Mr, Samish, which 
you realize as well as I do, and probably better than I do, 
which in effect accuses you of being a man who claims to 
and does control the Legislature of the State of California, 
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and that is the reason I'm asking you these things. 
MR. SAMISH: Bless your heart, I can only give you ny 
conclusions. It is a lot of clowning and nonsense, 


MR, WILLIAMS: And it is your statement under oath that 


you do not claim to control the Legislature of the State of 


California or either House of that Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: Or any member. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. All right. Wow, is it a fact 
that after you severed your connection with the Hollywood 
furf Club and Santa Anita track,"all of a sudden bills 
materialized to let the state tap additional millions from 
the track's pari-mutuel machines, to allow the building of 
competing tracks, to force Santa Anita to drop nonracing 
investments"? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't know anything about the’ subject. 

“MR. WILLIAMS: Did you have anything to do with such 
bills materializing, if they did? 

MR, SAMISH: No. I didn't have anything to do with 
them and don't know anything about the subject. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Now, we will turn to page seventy-one, 
Mr. Samish. I think possibly you have already answered 
this question, but it has something to do with the matter 
of your having been instrumental in changing the state's 
banking laws, and as I read the article in its other phases, 
it has to do with the claim that you sponsored the law 
which permitted banks to hold property which they had 
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foreclosed for ten years instead of requiring them to 
dispose of it within five years. 

MR, SAMISH: What is your question? 

MR, WILLIAMS: Did you have anything to do with that? 


MR. SAMISH: Yes--not the passage of it. 

MR, WILLIAMS: With the proposing of such legislation? 

MR, SAMISH: I discussed it at that time. That was 
years ago. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes. Now, in this connection it points 
out that in getting this legislation through you arranged 
to have a second amendment to the bill so that in the draft 
that was presented to the legislators the word “ten” which 
was in effect an amendment inthe place of "five" would not 
appear in italics so they wouldn't know what they were pass- 
ing. Is that the fact? 

MR, SAMISH: That is not the fact. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You realize that such a thing, if it 


were done, would be the most contemptible sort of trickery. 


MR, SAMISH: I mean the Legislature would do that. I 
don't do that. 

MR, WILLIAMS: It is a matter of fact you could control 
its being done by getting somebody to put another amendment 
on the bill, couldn't you? 

MR, SAMISH: No. 

MR, WILLIAMS: The implication in this article that 
you did such a thing is not true? 
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MR. SAMISH: Not to my knowledge, no. I don't control 
any of that. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, in this article it says that you 
don't openly sponsor anything. It quotes you as saying, 
"Samish never fronts for anything or anyone." Did you make 
that statement? 

MR. SAMISH: Where is it? 

MR, WILLIAMS: That is at the top of page seventy-one 
in the first full paragraph, second full paragraph there. 

MR, SAMISH: Just point it out. 

(Mr. Williams pointed out the quotation to Mr, Samish.) 

MR. SAMISH: Well, I don't front. I don't appear before-- 
what do you mean, "never fronts for anything or anyone"? That 
is his interpretation. 

MR, WILLIAMS: He quotes you on this. 

MR. SAMISH: As saying what? 

MR. WILLIAMS: He says you said, “Samish never fronts 
for anything or anyone." 

MR. SAMISH: Well, I mean I don't go to the front. I 
don't appear before committees. 

MR. WILLIAMS: He says in that connection you operate 
in the shadows--"he is so well hidden." We are getting down 
to the paragraph under the heading "Mastermind in the Shadows." 
He says, “Operating in the shadows, he is so well hidden that 
it is only by patient and diligent sleuthing that an investi- 


gator can find that Samish is the man behind a candidate." 
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MR. 
MR, 
MR, 
MR, 
he quotes you in effect in part, but he refers to the fact 
that you sponsored a bill known as Proposition No. 2 before 


SAMISH: Thet is his interpretation. 
WILLIAMS: Do you claim that? 


SAMISH: I don't claim anything at all. 
WILLIAMS: Now, he quotes you--he doesn't quote you 


the people. Are you familiar with that? 


MR. 
with it. 


SAMISH: Yes, I'm familiar with it, very familiar 


WILLIAMS: And you directed the activities of that? 
SAMISH: Yes. 

WILLIAMS: Representing the truck owners? 

SAMISH: What's the truck owners got to do with it? 
WILLIAMS: The Bus Owners Association. 

SAMISH: No, you're mixed up. You are talking about 


WILLIAMS: Talking about Proposition No. 2. 
SAMISH: There are two propositions. Last year we 


had a Proposition No. 2, 


MR. 
MR, 
MR. 
MR. 
MR. 


WILLIAMS: I'm talking about the.... 

SAMISH: The one in 19257 

WILLIAMS: You know the one I'm talking about. 
SAMISH: That is '25 or '26, 

WILLIAMS: He referred to the fact you plastered 


the “state's billboards with pictures of a giant hog." 


MR, 


SAMISH: That is not true. We had out a circular 
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of a giant hog. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Well, is it true where he quotes you as 


saying, “Neither the hog nor the slogan had nothin’ to do 
with the tax measure." 

MR, SAMISH: That is not true. 

MR, WILLIAMS: “But nobody likes a road hog. So, of 
course, the people voted “yes" to drive him off the road. 
Yes, for my tax proposition." 

MR, SAMISH: That is his interpretation. That is not 
mine. 


MR, WILLIAMS: You didn't make that statement? 


MR, SAMISH: No, 
MR, WILLIAMS: You don't claim then to have had that 


effect on the people by this? 


MR, SAMISH: The effect it had on the people is their 


interpretation, 
MR. WILLIAMS: Is it a fact that the road hog pamphlet 


which you did put out had nothing to do whatsoever with the 
subject? 

MR. SAMISH: No, it mst have had something to do with 
the subject of No. 2, because the subject was No. 2. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Isn't it a fact, then, the people were 
deceived by thinking this had something to do with a road 
hog? 

MR. SAMISH: No. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well, isn't it a fact that in this 
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connection you chuckled and said to Mr. Velie, "Who but an 































on page seventy-one down opposite the words “Picture Postmarks)" 






1 

2 S.0.B. like Art Samish would think of a thing like that?" 

8 MR, SAMISH: No, I don't chuckle that way. 

4 MR, WILLIAMS: {0 Mr. Velie misquoted you when he made 

5 that statement, did he? 

6 MR. SAMISH: Well, I'm not going to say he misquoted 

7 me in everything. 

8 MR. WILLIAMS: Well, I'm asking you about this specific 

9 thing. | 
10 MR, SAMISH: What are you talking about there? | 
ll MR, WILLIAMS: I'm talking about this statement in 
12 quotes. | 
13 MR, SAMISH: I don't know whether I puckered my nose i 
14 at that particular time. | 
15 MR, WILLIAMS: Do you know whether you made the state- | 
16 ment? | 
17 MR, SAMISH: I don't know whether my round face had | 
18 smiles, ! 
19 MR, WILLIAMS: I'm asking you about this statement. | 
20 MR, SAMISH: What statement? | 
el MR. WILLIAMS: “Who but an S.0.B, like Art Samish ! 
22 would think of a thing like that?" | 
2s MR. SAMISH: I don't know. I do call myself names at | 
24 times. | 
ae) MR. WILLIAMS: Now, we will refer to the third colum 
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And it says--I'm quoting from the article now, not from you, 
but from the article, "Modestly, the man who delivers the 
California legislature, who has helped name every Assembly 


Speaker save one in the last dozen years-<Who elects mayors, 


judges, attorney generals--registers himself simply as the 


‘legislative representative of the California State Brewers' 
Institute.'" Now, the statement that you do register your- 
self as legislative representative of the California State 
Brewers' Institute is correct, is it not? 

MR, SAMISH: Yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: But the implication in this paragraph, 
and this is Mr, Velie's interpretation, as I understand, of 
what he learned as aresult of his conferences with you, 
that you are the man who delivers the California Legislature, 
Do you make any claim to be the man who delivers the 
California Legislature? 

MR. SAMISH: No, you can ask any member of this committ 
or anyone else, 

MR. WILLIAMS: That is not the fact? 

MR, SAMISH: No, 

MR, WILLIAMS: “The man who helped name every Assembly 
Speaker save one in the last dozen years"--do you claim that? 

MR. SAMISH: No. 

MR. WILLIAMS: The man “who elects mayors, judges, atto 
ney generals"--do you claim that? 

MR, SAMISH: Wo, but I've been very open in my 
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recommendations for candidates. 
MR, LLIAMS: And you have been very open, or at least 


you have been very liberal in directing the spending of 
some of your clients’ money on behalf of candidates, 
haven't you? 

MR, SAMISH: Very liberal, 

MR, WILLIAMS: And is it your idea when you do that 
that the candidate is under no obligations to make any 
return to you or your client? 

MR, SAMISH: No, I'm not interested in that. I'm only 
interested in electing good people. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes. Now, Mr. Samish, that brings me to 
a very interesting point here, It says that "When Artie is 
in the mood, he can give you a better picture of himself 
than that." That is, the words "than that" means the “kingpin 
California lobbyist." "But when Artie is in the mood, he 
can give you a better picture of himself than that. A 
Collier's photographer was taking routine shots of him to 
illustrate this article. Patiently, Artie posed this way 
and that. 

"Then he burst out: 

"*You want the real picture? I'll give you something 
that tells the whole story.'" 

Now, did that take place? Did you make such a state- 


ment as that? 
MR, SAMISH: No, but I would be glad to explain that. 
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MR, WILLIAMS: Let me get this--you are going to have a 
long explanation, I know, and I want to get it all before 


us. 

MR, SAMISH: Not very long at all. 

MR, WILLIAMS: “The big man disappeared into his bed- 
room and soon emerged with a dummy, togged out as a bun, 
its wooden toes poking from tattered hobo's shoes." 

Did you do that? 

MR, SAMISH: I will answer the whole thing. You ask 
the questions, 

MR, WILLIAMS: “Artie Samish then lowered his round 
bulk into a chair and fought to control the great good 
humor that rolled in waves over his billowing belly and up 
over his jolly, convulsed face, In an elephantine imitation 
of Edgar Bergen, he plunked the dummy on his lap. 

"“Phat's the way I lobby,' he said, pointing to the 
dummy. ‘That's my legislature. That's Mr. Legislature. 
How are you today, Mr. Legislature?’ he inquired of the 
dummy. 

"Artie had another idea. 

"*If you get a long enough ladder and put it up 
against the Capitol dome, you can ts&ke a picture of me unscre 
ing the gold cupola!'" 

That brings us to the subject of this picture which 
appears on page eleven of the article of August 13, a picture 
in which you appear with a dummy perched on the arm of the 
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chair, held by your left hand, with your right hand held out 
in an attitude as if you were making a speech, and under 
which it says, “Said the Big Man: ‘And how are you today, 


Mr. Legislature?‘ " 
Now, I want to know Mr. Samish, whether, to begin with, 


you posed for that picture? 
MR, SAMISH: You ask your questions. I'11 be glad to 
answer, 
MR, WILLIAMS: Did you pose for the picture? 
MR, SAMISH: I'm going to answer the thing in its 
entirety. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Did you pose for the picture? will 
you answer that first? 
MR. SAMISH: I'm going to answer them all at once. 
MR, WILLIAMS: The one question I'm asking you first 
is, Did you pose for the picture? 
MR. SAMISH: I've got to answer it correctly and 
honestly. 
MR, WILLIAMS: That is you in the picture? 
MR. SAMISH: I haven't seen the picture you have in 
front of you. 
WILLIAMS: Haven't you seen this picture? 
SAMISH: Yes, that one I've seen. 
WILLIAMS: That is you? 
SAMISH: That picture there? 
WILLIAMS: You posed for that picture? 
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MR. SAMISH: I didn't particularly pose for it. I 
guess a camera man took it. I'm going to answer the question|.. 


MR, WILLIAMS: I know you are, but before you answer, 
I wish you would answer this one thing--Did you sit in a chai 
with a dummy held in your left hand in a position substan- 
tially as it shows on page eleven of this article of August 
13, and did you--did a man with your permission take your 
picture? 

MR, SAMISH: I've got to answer it just the way it was 
done, the entire thing. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Can you answer that question yes or no? 

MR. SAMISH: Let me answer it my way. I think it will 
satisfy you. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You decline to answer yes or no? 

MR, SAMISH: I didn't say I declined. I'll answer if 
you will permit.... 

WILLIAMS: All I want is yes or no. 
SAMISH: Just sit there and I'll answer it. 
WILLIAMS: Will you answer it yes or no? 

MR, SAMISH: With my pleasure. I was trying to con- 
vince Mr. Velie the only Legislature I could control was my 
own little hobo. That is why Iwrote him asking him for the 
privilege of reading his article before publication so 
that any wrong inferences or misconceptions of Mr. Velie's, 
or on his part, could be corrected. In other words, Mr. 
Williams. ...s- | 
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MR, WILLIAMS: You just read that answer.... 





MR. SAMISH: From a statement of my own, I tried to 





paraphrase so I could be of help to you. Let me tell you-- 





here's a man taking a picture--so you will have the full 






facts, and that is what you want, isn't it? 
MR, WILLIAMS: Yes. 

MR. SAMISH: I said, “Wait a minute." Somebody presented 
me with that genuine hobo dummy. I put it on my knee and I 
turned to it and said, “Morning, Mr. Legislature, what do 

you want me to do next?" That is all I said. I said, “That 
is my Legislature, the hobo, the dummy. That is the 
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Legislature I control, the hobo, the dummy." 
MR. WILLIAMS: And did you then have them take a pic- 


~ 
wo 








~ 
w 








ture of you in this position? 
MR. SAMISH: They mst have taken seventy-five or a 







hundred pictures that day. 
MR, WILLIAMS: They took this particular one? 
MR. SAMISH: Yes, sure. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You didn't object to it? 

MR. SAMISH: Not a bit. 














MR. WILLIAMS: And the picture says or quotes you as 
saying to this dummy, "How are you today, Mr. Legislature?" 
MR. SAMISH: That is why I wrote and asked him to send 









me the article so I could correct it as to any misconceptions 





or any wrong doing or any wrong titles. 
MR, WILLIAMS: You are aware of the fact--certainly a 
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man of your experience must be aware of the fact that the 


implication under that picture with that language is that 
when the Legislature of the State of California speaks, it 
is merely a dummy through whom Art Samish is talking? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't agree with you. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You don't think that means that? 

MR, SAMISH: WNo. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Isn't it a fact you claim or have 
Claimed that the Legislature speaks your ideas or that you 
speak your ideas through the Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: Don't get excited because I want you to 
be here. No, I don't, 

MR. WILLIAMS: I'11 be here. 

MR. SAMISH: I want you to be here. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I*11 be here so don't be afraid. 

MR. SAMISH: I was talking to the dummy myself--the 
dummy is my Legislature, no one else. 

MR, WILLIAMS: In other words in an interview which 
had to do with lobbying in the State of California, with 
the Legislature of the State of California, you voluntarily 
posed for this picture in which you were in a Charlie 
McCarthy-Edgar Bergen pose speaking to a dummy which 
represented the Lezislature in which you said, "How are 
you today, Mr. Legislature?" 

MR, SAMISH: I posed for that picture voluntarily, 
wherein I was misquoted. 
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MR, WILLIAMS: You didn't claim, then, that the Legis- 


lature is your dumny? 
MR, SAMISH: Of course, not. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Now, how about this statement attributed 


to you, “If you get a long enough ladder and put it up 


against the Capitol dome, you can take a picture of me 
unserewing the gold cupolat" 

MR, SAMISH: I never had an education to know what that 
word means. I never used that, Mr. Williams. 

MR, WILLIAMS: What word? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't know that word at the end "e-u-p- 
o-l-a." 

MR, WILLIAMS: Cupola? 

MR, SAMISH: You see, you know those words, you've got 
an education. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You never tried to take the gold off 
the Capitol dome? 

MR, SAMISH: This says “unscrew," 

MR. WILLIAMS: You understand what thet means? 

MRe SAMISHs I didn't make any statement-~you can't 
unscrew that thing up there anyway. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Did you make that statement? 

MR, SAMISH: Of course not. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You don't mean to tell me, Mr. Samish, 
in thirty-four years you haven't made an effort to get the 
gold off that? 
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MR. SAMISH: If I thought somebody like you was up 
there as a prize, I would have gone up to pay you my 
respects and give you a little gold. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You haven't answered the question yet 
as to whether you made that statement. Did you make a 
statement to that effect? 

MR, SAMISH: I said if you were up there, I would see 
you got some gold--Mr, Hanson said, "Did you hear that?" 

I was thinking of one of those newspaper lobbyists back 
there . (Someone had made a remark behind Mr. Samish) What 


did you say, Mr. Williams? 

MR. WILLIAMS: I said, Did you make the statement 
either in substance or fact to Mr. Velie that if he would 
get a ladder long enough that he could take a pieture of you 


unscrewing the gold cupola? 
MR. SAMISH: Wo, here's what I said. I said to Mr. 


Velie, “If you will get a ladder big enough, I will be glad 
to climb it so you can get a picture and I will get some of 
the gold on that dome if there is anything left." I was 
trying to be practical. I couldn't unscrew that, but maybe 
I could put my finger up there. 

MR, WILLIAMS: In other words, this is essentially a 


correct quotation from you? 
MR, SAMISH: Wo, it isn't. That cupola thing, whatever 


you call that business--that may be calling somebody names, 
and I'm not calling anybody names. 
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MR. WILLIAMS: You know what the gold is, 

MR. SAMISH: I know what the gold is. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You did say you would try to get some 
of the gold off. 

MR, SAMISH: I said, "If you get a ladder tall enough 
you can have a picture of me going up there." 

MR, WILLIAMS: Getting the gold? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't know what is up there, gold or 
make believe. We are all in the disecdvery business in 


California. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Is it a fact that you once states, as 


attributed to you in this article at the extreme right 
colum on page seventy-one at the top of the colum, "I'm 
the governor of the legislature. To hell with the governor 
of the state." 

MR, SAMISH: May I answer that, Mr. Williams? 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes, I want you to answer that. 

MR. SAMISH: I would be pleased to. I've been waiting 
years for a chance to answer it, I want to thank you very 
much, I want to say to you for the record and for you once 
and for all. There was once a gentleman by the name of 
Philbrick the bug. Fhiibrick the bug they called him. I 
don't know why he got the last title. Philbrick the bug-- 
who was employed by a distinguished governor named Miriam 
and who wound up in something--I don't know. Maybe you ought 
to get some information from him. In his famous report he 
made the quotation and it reads on page 4--2 or something-- 
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I don't understand all that--in which he said,-~-and this is 
a part of Philbrick's report. "The end result of Mr. 
Samish's operations has been best phrased by Mr, Samish 
himself in one of his infrequent candid comments, ‘I'm the 
governor of the Legislature. To hell-with the governor of 
the state.'" That is Mr. Philbrick the bug. 

MR, WILLIAMS: That is what he says you said. 

MR, SAMISH: He is playing checkers with somebody. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Did you make that statement? 

MR, SAMISH: I never made the statement. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Or any part of it? 

MR, SAMISH: Nothing along that line, That is 
Philbrick the bug's quotation from his report. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Now, let's refer to page seventy-two, 
Mr. Samish. He refers at the top of page seventy-two to 
this second proposition No, 2 that we were talking about, 
the one having to do with the local option law on the ballot. 

MR. SAMISH: Yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You are familiar with that proposition? 


MR, SAMISH: Yes. 
MR, WILLIAMS: And is it a fact that in an effort to 


meet that proposition you caused to be proposed a counter 


law? 


MR, SAMISH: Yes. 
MR, WILLIAMS: That counter law was known as No, 12 


incidentally, wasn't it? It doesn't make any difference. 
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One was know as No. 2 and one was No, 12. 

MR, SAMISH: Yes. I think the dry law was 12 and I 
think this law you speak about was 2. I think that is it. 

MR. WILLIAMS: No, 2 was the one that you advocated or 
promulgated? 

MR, SAMISH: Well, I wanted to defeat 12. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Wow the purpose of putting that alterna- 
tive measure on the ballot was to defeat the local option 
measure? 

MR, SAMISH: That is right. 

MR. WILLIAMS: And in that connection you put out bill- 


board advertising and other advertising showing a mother 
wielding a broom with the words, "The most wonderful mother 


God ever made." Is that a fact? 

MR. SAMISH: I would always use that in connection with 
a mother. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And you did use that type of advertising 
in this billboard? 

MR. SAMISH: Yes. 

MR. WILLIAMS: And the purpose of the thing was that 
the people might be led to pass both laws, in which case, 
yours would automatically cancel the other one? 

MR, SAMISH: Wo, I didn't think so. I thought in our 
No. 2 we had some corrective features that would be good. 

It sort of complicated things, but nevertheless I would have 
liked to have seen two passed. 
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MR, WILLIAMS: Is it a fact that you made the statemen 
in reference to your billboard advertising where it says, 
"Mother says, 'Let's clean them out. Vote Yes, No, 2'"-- 


thet you made the statement, "The slogan had nothing to db 


with the amendment--but who won't vote for Mother?" 

MR. SAMISH: No. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You didn't make that statement? 

MR, SAMISH: The way the billboard read--it had a 
picture of mother there with a broom sweeping, and it says, 
"Mother says, ‘Let's clean up.'" 

MR, WILLIAMS: And you didn't make the statement then 
which is attributed to you by Mr. Velie, “The slogan had 
nothing to do with the amendment--but who won't vote for 
Mother?" 

MR, SAMISH: No. If you read No, 2 you can see that is 
misconstrued. In No. 2 it did clean up. It cleaned up a 
lot of fallacies which we thought were genuine and which 
should be cleaned up for industry and for the public. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Wow, at the bottom of page seventy-two, 
going over to the top of page seventy-three, there is this 
statement, “And to a knot of legislators (k-n-o-t) Artie 
gives his opinion of the caliber of the present crop of law- 
makers: ‘So if you dropped two bucks in the rotunda of the 
Capitol, you'd start a riot,' he says." 

MR. SAMISH: Where is that again? 

MR. WILLIAMS: That begins the last paragraph on page 
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seventy-two. 
MR, SAMISH: That is misquoted. Here is what I said 


in that connection. I made this statement--we are talking 
about things generally and I said,--remember this please. 
The misunderstanding of that statement is based on these 
facts: Wo. l--your legislators is not the rotunda. The 
legislators, both Senators and Assemblymen are not around 
that rotunda. You've got a mixture of a lot of peculiar 
types of people. You've got people coming up there for 
this, that, and the other thing, and I did make this state- 
ment. “If you ever dropped two silver bucks around that 
rotunda, you would have a riot." It had nothing to do with 


legislators whatsoever. 
MR, WILLIAMS: It doesn't then purport to indicate your 


idea that the Legislature is composed of a bunch of cheap 
people that would be interested in two bucks? 

MR, SAMISH: Absolutely not. ‘That is the way the 
statement was made. If you went up there you would see 
those halls are just crowded and around that rotunda hangs 
everybody, wherein I made the statement. I repeated, “If 
you actually dropped two silver bucks, there would probably 
be a riot." It had nothing to do with legislators at all. 

MR. WILLIAMS: I'm quoting Mr. Wiie now, not you. He 
said, “His scorn for the men who do his bidding is near the 
surface, At dinner with this writer, Artie, in a gust of 
humor, motioned to a waiters: ‘Hey, Senator!' he called.” 
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Did that happen? 
MR, SAMISH: What's wrong with that? 
MR, WILLIAMS: I don't know. I'm asking whether it 


happened, 
MR. SAMISH: I take a lot of people who I contend are 


underdogs or mass elements and I may call them judge, senator 


or anything else. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Well, is it a fact as indicated by Mr. 


Velie here that you have a scorn for the men who do your 
bidding which is near the surface? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't know what scorn means or bidding 
near the surface means, I'm just repeating to you what 
happens. I say, “Here, Senator, come here. Hey, Judge, 
come here.“ So what. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well, in this connection then in order 
to clarify the matter, what is your opinion of the men who 
constitute the Legislature? 

MR. SAMISH: Well, what is my opinion of them? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. 

MR. SAMISH: I have associated with them all my life, 
so it must be very high. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well, you do, then, state you have a 
high opinion of the men thet constitute the Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: Of course, I have. I associate with them. 
I'm with them twelve months out of twelve months. I've been 


with them all my life. I don't know anything else. I give 
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a man a caption or a title--I may call you judge or attorney 
I don't know what your ambitions are, 













general or something. 
Mr, Williams, 
MR, WILLIAMS: I'm happy that you don't know because it 











indicates I haven't been trying to get any help from you 






at any rate. 
MR, SAMISH: Well, I can't say. I may feel you are 








entitled to help because you seem to be a good citizen. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Let me ask you this. He comes back 

again. Mr. Velie seems to be more impressed than you are 

by this thing. He comes back to Gestapo, ond in next to 

the last paragraph on page seventy-three of this article 

of August 13, he says, “And so with a professional's devoted 











regard for detail, he has woven a net of espionage about 
Sacramento, and California, and beyond, which he describes 
as ‘my Gestapo.'" Tell us about that. Is that a fact? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't understand that language. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Do you know what happened there? 
MR, SAMISH: You asked me a question. 

MR, WILLIAMS: I want an answer. 
MR, SAMISH: I'll be delighted to give it to you. Just 
be patient. I don't quite understand these big words. Mr. 
Velie came out, you know. I will tell you what hazpened. 

It was very funny. I got Mr. Jasper-~you know he works under 
my direction. He was entertaining Mr. Velie over in the 
Capitol,and I don't know he is talking to him. I don't go 
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over there. When I learned it one day, I said, "Mr. 
Jasper," I said, “you can't talk to Mr. Velie any more. 
Don't you talk to him." I said, “You send him over to see 


me." So Mr. Velie came over to the Senator Hotel. I was 
delighted to meet him, A friend of mine had called me from 
New York and told me the gentleman was on his way out, 

and I told him that story and I said, "I'm delighted to 
meet you.” 

He said, “Why did you stop Mr. Jasper from talking to 
me?" I said, “The reason why I gopped Mr. Jasper from 
talking to you is because he is a type of fellow that if he 
was a women he would be pregnant every day. He never says 
no. He always says yes. And he is a ninety-eight per 
cent liar and I want to tell you about it. I don't want 
him to tell you." That is how you have that last paragraph. 

MR. WILLIAMS: In that discussion then about the 
espionage and so forth, did you refer to your organization 
as “my Gestapo"? 

‘MR, SAMISH: Gestapo--those people who talk to me-- 
I don't know about the word “gestapo." I haven't met Hitler. 
That is where the word developed. 

MR, WILLIAMS: It is after twelve o'clock. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: The committee will adjourn until 
two o'clock. Mr. Samish, will you please return? 

(Thereupon the committee recessed for lunch.) 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1949, 2:00 O'CLOCK, BP. HM. 
---000--- 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: The committee will come to order. 
A number of citizens and other interested people present have 
asked me the question as to why we had two reporters. I 
will state that this is the reporter for the committee 
(indicating Alice Book). This reporter (indicating Eileen 
King) is employed by Mr. Samish and is his reporter, so 


everybody will understand that. 
All right, Mr. Williams, you may proceed. First, 
however, I want to state that this wire recorder here is for 


the purpose of demonstration and has no part of this hearing, 
other than it is being used by Mr, Wilkie Ogg, Jr., for the 
purpose of demonstrating what the machine will do. All 
right, Mr. Williams. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Mr, Samish, do you have before you the 
publication of the 20th of August, 19497 

MR, SAMISH: What was that? 

MR, WILLIAMS: The article of the 20th of August, 1949. 
It is the second article. 

MR. SAMISH: Yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You have it before you? 

MR. SAMISH: Ummm hmmnn, 

MR, WILLIAMS: It begins on page twelve. Wow, we have 
already talked about the Gestapo in which you are again 
quoted, so I will skip that. 
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The second paragraph says, “A private citizen, holding 
no political office, Samish is at the throttle of a unique 
engine which generates political power for hire. His clients 
inelude important interests with millions of dollars of 
investments in California. For these Samish can and has 
delivered the California legislature.” 

You have already told us about something of the politic 
machine or political engine, that is to say, this group of 
people interested in the liquor industry, employees of the 
breweries, night clubs and bars and tings of that sort who 
constitute the nucleus of a number of people who operate 
under your direction. You have already told us about that, 

I think, have you not? You have already told us about that? 

MR. SAMISH: I don’t know what you have in mind. 

MR, WILLIAMS: I have in mind this so-called political 


machine, this nucleus of forty-four thousand employees 
of the liquor industry, their families and friends and 
associates constitute a large voting sequent of the popula- 
tion. The article of August 13 said that there were some 
five hundred thousand voters, is that correct? 

MR. SAMISH: Well, I would think that--I would say 


this, that I think our industry combined--with this endless 
chain of combinations would be close to five hundred 


thousand people. 
MR, WILLIAMS: And that is the group that operates under 


your direction? 
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MR. SAMISH: Well, I direct policy pretty generally 
for the alcoholic beverage industry. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes, and that refers to the alcoholic 
beverage industry. Now, what other industries with their 
millions of investments are included in your organization? 


MR. SAMISH: That is the major one. 
MR, WILLIAMS: But what others? How about the Schenley 


people? 
MR, SAMISH: Well, Schenley people become a part of 


that insofar as the industry generally is concerned, | 
Schenley has a very small personnel out in this country. 

MR. WILLIAMS: What is Mr. Flynn's connection? 

MR, SAMISH: You will have to ask him, 

MR. WILLIAMS: Don't you have any knowledge of that? 

MR, SAMISH: Yes, sure, I do. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well, does he have any connection with 
the liquor industry? | 

MR, SAMISH: Yes, Mr. Flynn represents the wholesalers 
of Northern and Southern California, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes, and he was employed at your sugges- 
tion for that position? 

MR. SAMISH: I recommended him, yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And does he operate in association with 
you in the work he does for that organization? 

MR, SAMISH: Yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And so he is a part of this unique 
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engine or machine or whatever you want to call it? 

MR. SAMISH: He is one very small part, yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And this paragraph ends with the 
statement, "For these Samish can and has delivered the 
California legislature." Is that the truth? 

MR, SAMISH: That is Velie's interpretation. That isn't 


mine, . 
MR, WILLIAMS: Have you, or can you deliver the Cali- 


fornia Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: Why, of course not. 

MR. WILLIAMS: On anything? 

MR, SAMISH: On anything. This is a lot of tomnyrot 
and nonsense, 

‘MR, WILLIAMS: Wow, let's go ahead. It goes on and 
says, "A foolproof system, Samish's operation is impeccably 
both legal and safe from public wrath. With clients’ money 
and billboards Samish elects legislators who then go along." 
Is that the fact? 

MR, SAMISH: That is Mr. Velie's interpretation. 

MR, WILLIAMS: But, what is the fact? 

MR. SAMISH: The fact is that that is his interpretation. 


What do you want me to say? 
MR, WILLIAMS: Do you elect legislators who then fo 


along"? 
WR, SAMISH: I do this, I may direct policies and en- 
dorse candidates for the legislature. 
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WILLIAMS: How much money is spent under your con- 


SAMISH: Thet I can't tell you. 
WILLIAMS: It runs into hundreds of thousands of 


SAMISH: I wouldn't say that. 
WILLIAMS: Each election? 
SAMISH: No, I wouldn't say that. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Does it run into hundreds of thousands 


of dollars at any election? 

MR, SAMISH: What, as far as candidates are concerned? 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes. 

MR, SAMISH: Wo, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Who selects the candidates to be sup- 
ported by the people who put up the money? 

MR. SAMISH: We have a lot of organizations in our 
industry and we sit down together and we determine to go 
over the thing. We scrutinize a man's record and 
possibilities and we know something about the candidates 
for the Legislature. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Do you contact prospective candidates 
for the Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: I would say that we were in touch with 
them, yes, sure. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Do you let them know that you are going 
to support them or not support them for election? 
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MR, SAMISH: No, we don't make any definite record. 





If there are people we are interested in, our industry 
gets behind then. 
MR, WILLIAMS: You let them know you are behind then? 







MR, SAMISH: We don't particularly. There have been a 






lot of legislators that our industry supported that I never 






met until after they got into Sacramento and some not until 










years later, 





MR, WILLIAMS: Is it a fact--can you mention any legis- 










lator who has been supported by you who has in advance 
of election given you his word that he would go along with 








you? 





MR, SAMISH: I don't do that. I don't work that way. 
MR, WILLIAMS: 
MR, SAMISH: Well, I just look the list over and I try 
to serutinize each one and those candidates I think will be 











How do you work? 










good legislators in the interests of good government our 






industry gets behind, period. 






MR. WILLIAMS: What you really mean is that--people 
who will be good legislators from the standpoint of the 






interests you represent? 








MR, SAMISH: No, that is your wording, I'm giving you 





my wording, I mean generally, They don't only have to 





favor -- it isn't because he favors anything particularly 





wet or dry in our industry. If he is a good honest, 
legitimate sort of citizen, willing to go up there, and in 
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our judgment, represent government properly the way it 
should be represented in the interests of the people 
generally speaking, we support him. We don't extract 
promises. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And if they disappoint you, then what 
ado you do? 

MR, SAMISH: What do you mean? 

MR, WILLIAMS: By not voting the way you expect them to? 

MR, SAMISH: Who asked people to vote? I don't ask 
people to vote. 

MR, LLIAMS: Is it a fact then you do not personally 
control any members of the Legislature of the State of 
California? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't eontrol anybody. 

MR, WILLIAMS: What was thet answer? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't control any members of the 
Legislature, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, could you name any legislator, 
either in the Senate or the Assembly, who would vote or has 
voted on any proposition, reregardless of its merits simply 
because Art Samish asked him or directed him to vote for it? 

MR. SAMISH: That is a general broad question, I have 
been there thirty-four years. I don't know who I have talked 
to, 

MR. WILLIAMS: Would you say there is any legislator 


whose name you can now give us who would or has voted for 
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80 
any proposition regardless of its merits simply because you, 
Art Samish, asked him to vote for it? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't do things that way. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Can you give us 4& name? 
MR, SAMISH: I will answer it this way. We send people 
over to the committees, and they present our propositions 
on matters or subjects before committees, and the committees 
use their own best judgment in deciding what they want to 
do, I don't extract promises from anybody. Now, let me say 
this--just a minute. You are trying to get to the meat of 
this thing and let's do it right. I know that is what you 
want to do, is that right? 
MR, WILLIAMS: Certainly. 
MR. SAMISH: You are trying to determine from me 
whether or not I extract promises from legislators upon 

what I may give them or not give them. Again I call your 
attention, Mr, Williams, and this is just Mr. Velie's 
interpretation, like most of this article is, that I claim 

is clowning and nonsense, and as to the actual facts, I 

know nothing about. 

But let me call your attention to something so that 

you can again get before your committee the thing that you 

want. Again I call your attention to page sixty-three of 

the article of Collier's, second edition, wherein it reads-- 

and I ask you after I read it to find a direct quote as far 


as Samish is concerned: 
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“when the legislature hacked Governor Earl Warren's 
budget...." 

WR, WILLIAMS: What page? 

MR, SAMISH: Page sixty-three, second edition, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Whet part? 

MR, SAMISH: Seene in a Lobbyist's Hotel. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Incidentally page sixty-three--there is 


















no page sixty-three of the second edition. 





MR, SAMISH: Well, then of the first edition. 





ASSEMBLYMAN GRANT: Yes, there is, August 20. 





MR, WILLIAMS: Page sixty-three is an advertisement. 





ASSEMBLYMAN WATERS: I believe you will find thet in the 





second edition, Mr. Williams. 
MR, WILLIAMS: All right. I have it now. 






MR, SAMISH: I agein call your attention to direct 






statements and ask you to find.... 





MR, WILLIAMS: That is the part you have already read 






MR, SAMISHs: But I still get back to thd"five or six 





assemblymen at a time for lunch until fifty had come," Butler 
told me. 'I explained the budget to them, and we laid out the 





strategy for slashing it,'" and it goes on, 





"*These people (the legislators) don't get elected by 





accident simply on their own steam,' he told this writer. 





"Hell, we give them contributions. We give them checks. 







"“'The contributions,' added Butler, ‘are made on the 
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basis of a man's record.'" 

Fifty members of the Legislature! 

MR, WILLIAMS: Is that what you are now telling me as 
to the way you do these things? 

MR, SAMISH: No, I simply say that that is a direct 
statement quoted from Mr, Velie which again may be his own 
interpretation, the facts of which I know nothing about. 

MR, WILLIAMS: What I'm trying to get from you, Mr. 
Samish, is what you know about this matter, Now, this 
article says that you use clients' money and billboards to 


elect legislators who then "go along." What I'm asking 
you is what you know, not from hearsay, but something about 


what you know. Wow, is it a fact that you do those things-- 
that you do elect legislators because they will "go along"? 

MR, SAMISH: No. That isn't the way we do it, Mr. 
Williams, 

MR. WILLIAMS: Not, get back to the one question I was 
trying to get an answer to before this, Can you give us the 
name of a single member of the Senate or Assembly who either 
has or in your opinion will vote on any subject for or against 
it regardless of its merits for the simple reason that you 
asked him to do so? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't even know such a man exists. 

MR. WILLIAMS: So you do not actually in your opinion 
control the vote of any single member of the Assembly or 


the Senate of the State of California? 
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MR, SAMISH: I say I do not. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, in that connection, I refer you to 
page thirteen on the right hand colum, first full paragraph 
from the top in the article of the 20th of August, where it 
says, “Artie didn't use Ruef's methods to whip legislators 
into line,..." Do you find that? 

MR, SAMISH: Wo, just a minute. What did that say 
again? 

MR, WILLIAMS: (Pointing out the place) I see you have 
got it marked, too. 

MR, SAMISH: Oh, yes. 

MR. WILLIAMS: “Artie didn't use Ruef's methods to 
whip legislators into line. All he had to do was to use 
money and advertising to elect them. He didn't even have 
to have an understanding with them. But if they failed to 
go along they faced a fight for their political lives. It 
was as simple as that." | 

Now, is that a correct statement of your views on that 
subject? 

MR, SAMISH: That is Mr, Velie's own personal interpre= 
tation. No, my answer to you, Mr. Williams is that that is 
entirely Mr, Velie's, That belongs to hin. 

MR, WI.ULIAMS: Now, it is a fact that you do use money 
and advertising to elect certain legislators? . 

MR. SAMISH: We get behind candidates, yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes. Then is it true that you didn't 
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even have to have an understanding with them? 

MR, SAMISH: Not if the candidate is a good man--we 
support him and don't even talk to hin, 

MR, WILLIAMS: That part of the statement is true, 
then, that you didn't even have to have an understanding 
with them? 

MR, SAMISH: That is right, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Wow, how about this part, "But if they 
failed to go along they faced a fight for their political 
lives," 

MR, SAMISH: That I'm not interested in, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, it is a fact, is it not, that 
if a candidate who had been elected with the aid of your 
support thereafter failed to vote as you and the people 
whom you represent thought he should vote, that you would 
withdraw your support from him--wouldn't you? 

MR, SAMISH: Not altogether, We don't know who the 
other candidate might be. It may be a worse candidate he 
is running against. Let me say this, I have had many a 
candidate that has been up there in the Legislature, has been 
a good outstanding man, whether he agrees with us or not, 
If he is that type of man in the interests of the public 
and government, I don't care if he agrees with us or not. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Is it a fact that if a legislator whom 
you had assisted in electing failed to go along the lines 


you believed he should in his voting, would you continue to 
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support his candidacy? 

MR, SAMISH: What would you do? 

MR, WILLIAMS: I'm asking you what you would do. 

MR, SAMISH: I would have to take that up with my 
people, I don't know. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And can you give us the name of any 
candidate whom you have ever supported after he has failed 
to vote as you believed he should vote? 

MR, SAMISH: Say that again. Have I ever done what? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Give us the name of any candidate of 
the Legisiature whom you have ever supported after he has 
failed to vote as you thought he should vote on an important 


measure, | 
MR. SAMISH: I can't recall. 


MR. WILLIA“S: Can you mention any? 

MR. SAMISH: I've been there thirty-four years. I 
haven't a memory of that kind. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Do you state you cannot remember any 


single one? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't recall any particular thing. I 
don't know what we do. We make all kinds of decisions as we 
go along. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, in connection with your work in 
backing candidates or other work with the Legislature, is it 
a fact as we recited in this article on page thirteen that 
you do have a file of detailed information about every 
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legislator? 

MR, SAMISH: We make up a file as we go along. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes. And is this quotation from you 
correct? I'm referring to the one that appears in the 
center of the middle column on page thirteen, "* You'd be 
amazed at the detail I have on the people in office,' Artie 
said, ‘Legislators? We have the damnedest file on them in 
the world, We really make a business of this thing. Believe 


me, What lodges the man belongs to, how many votes he won 
by. I know all their weaknesses, Every lovin' move they 


make, That's a recordt'" 

Is that a correct quotation? 

MR, SAMISH: That is absolutely correct. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And... 

MR, SAMISH: What page--I'm just trying to find it. 

MR, WILLIAMS: That is page thirteen, middle of the 
second column, And is that information that you have 
gathered in part by your intelligence systen? 

MR, SAMISH: Oh, no, it's accumulated through every 
source that we have at our command, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, on this same page, it says, “Artie 
introduced me to an intelligence system which has turned a 
state capital into a private goldfish bowl. 

"tT have about twenty-five people spotted around the 
Capital,’ he said," 

Is that a fact? 
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MR, SAMISH: Well, I would say you have more than that 
when you--I thought I explained that previously. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You told me about people coming in, but 
now we are talking about people spotted. 

MR, SAMISH: I don't have them spotted. You have got 
so many people you want to be kindly toward who want to get 
help and who want to be kindly toward their own clients, 
so consequently you have an endless chain, I wouldn't say 
twenty-five. During the course of time you have twenty- 
five, fifty, seventy-five people talk to you~-you have 
more people than that and they all have something to tell 
you. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You are talking about one thing, and 
I'm talking about another. I'm talking about the people 
you have spotted in this next paragraph following the one 
I just read to you. That is in the left~hand colum there. 
It says, "Most of these operate ‘undercover,’ unknown to 
outsiders and often unknown even to one another. Artie told 
of a girl and a youth who, each a private Samish informer, 
were reporting to Artie everything that was going on. The 
‘girl really did report everything." 

Did you make--tell him about such a situation? 

MR, SAMISH: Yes. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Well, there was an informer that was... 

MR. SAMISH: But, you asked specifically about twenty~- 


five people. See, we have, at least I do, from all these 
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organizations, when you correlate them into one, we have a 


big industry. We may say to one person, "You go into the 


Industrial Committee," or “You go into Taxation," or “You 
go into so-and-so, which they make reports on. They all 


come back to me at the Senator Hotel or wherever I happen 
to be, maybe thet afternoon or that evening late, which puts 
me in a position to make--to know what is going on in those 
committees during that day. 

MR. WILLIAMS: These are people specifically delegated 
by you to get that information? 

MR, SAMISH: That is right. 

MR. WILLIAMS: That is something different from these 
people that come in and tell you something? 

MR. SAMISH: Yes. 

WILLIAMS: Do you pay these people? 

SAMISH: We have got so many people in the organiza- 

is different organizations. 

WILLIAMS: Well, they are paid by either you or 
somebody you represent? 

MR, SAMISH: They are not paid by me. Sonebody I may 
be working with-—-we coordinate quite a bit. There is a lot 
of lobbyists represent different elements and they attend 
different meetings and they report back. How can a person 
know intelligently what is going on in the five thousand 
bills unless they got their fingers on the whole thing. 

I'm more interested in keeping legislation away from those 
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89 
eoffers, and particularly what goes on, Everything over 


there more or less sifts itself out. Let me say this. Those 


people over there, you must remember, worked tireless 


hours, days and nights. I have seen the time in my experience 


when they have heen in there almost for two or three days 
exhausted. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Who? 

MR, SAMISH: Legislators and committee hearings and 
things. After all, I mean it's up to us who represent 
certain industries, such as myself, when we talk to our 


. different lawyers and representatives, to know what's going 


on before they go over there to appear before the different 
committees. Our best source is to gobefore committees 2 
and present our story. We don't buttonhole or approach 
people or knock them down or threaten them or do things of 
that sort. That is not our business. 

MR. WILLIAMS: But, you told me this morning that you 
don't go before committees. 

MR, SAMISH: I didn't say I go there now, 

MR. WILLIAMS: The work you do is done through these 
various people who are employed to bring you information? 


MR. SAMISH: That is right. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well, now, among those people who are 
employed to bring you information are there any of the per- 
sons who are officers or employees of the Legislature? 


SAMTSH: Wo. 
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MR, WILLIAMS: Do you have any person who is an officer 
or employee of the Legislature who reports legislative 
matters OP.ecece 

MR, SAMISH: People may tell me things. 

MR, WILLIAMS: I'm talking about these people... 

MR. SAMISH: You meam on a pay roll? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes, 

MR, SAMISH: No, absolutely not. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Absolutely none? 

MR, SAMISH: No. 


MR. WILLIAMS: Now, to refer back to this campaign 
business again which seems to me to be the very meat of 
this thing, Mr. Samish, this matter of supporting people 
for election and then not supporting them subsequently if 
they don't come up to standard. I want you to refer to 
page sixty where you are again quoted. 

MR, SAMISH: Page what? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Page sixty of the article of the 20th 
of August. 

MR. SAMISH: May I see the top of the page? 

MR, WILLIAMS: Page sixty--I'm referring to the fourth 
from the bottom paragraph in the left-hand column, where it 
quotes you on your campaign methods as follows: "'If you're 
my candidate you become everybody's (that is to say, the bar- 
tender's, the teamster's, the msician's, the liquor clerk's) 
problem day and night. 





I may put a man in charge of you or 
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send in a whole team of workers. 

"?T'm not interested in giving you contributions. We 
don't do it that way. What do I care about contributions? 
I'll spend ten times as much as the other fellow if 
necessary. I'm interested in electing you. What good are 
you to me unless you're elected?*" 

Is that an accurate quote from you? 

MR, SAMISH: Wait a minute. Let's look at this a 
moment. Perhaps Mr, Velie has given away some of my trade 
secrets in conducting campaigns. What do you want to know? 

MR. WILLIAMS: I want to know whether that is an 
accurate quotation? 

MR. SAMISH: Which one is that? 

MR. WILLIAMS: The one I just read. 

MR. SAMISH: Give it to me again. 

MR, WILLIAMS: “'If you're my candidate you become 
everybody's (thet is to say, the bartender's, the teams- 
ter's, the musician's, the liquor clerk's) problem day and 
night. I may put a man in charge of you or send in a whole 
team of workers.'" 

MR. SAMISH: Let's stop there and take that. What do 
you want to know about that? 

MR, WILLIAMS: I want to know, Did Mr.Velie quote you 
accurately? 

MR. SAMISH: I say this, as we decide-—the industry 


sitting down at a general meeting that comprises all these 
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different branches--we decide on a candidate and we all 
coordinate our activities and we go to work for that 
candidate and that takes in a great vast number of people. 









MR. WILLIAMS: Then, this quotation is an accurate 






quotation? 
MR. SAMISH: Whether it's accurate or not, it may not 






take in enough people and it may take in some we don't 






control. 
MR, WILLIAMS: It is a truthful statement? 
MR, SAMISH: It's a general statement of the way our 







industry operates. 
MR, WILLIAMS: “*I'm not interested in giving you 











contributions. We don't do it that way. What do I care 
about contributions? I'll spend ten times as much as the 
other fellow if necessary. I'm interested in electing you. 
















What good are you to me unless you're elected?'" 
Did you make that statement? 
MR. SAMISH: Now, let me say this. Some of that is 

Mr.Velie's interpretation, but I will say this to you so 
that you will have an answer to this paragraph. I'm not 
I'm interested in help- 














interested in giving contributions. 






ing the type of man we select or decide upon as a candidate 


for office to be elected, and it's true, if necessary, if 
you need a publicity man or if you need anybody else to do 
anything in connection with campaign work, of which there 
is a lot along honorable lines, and providing you're the 
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man I think should be elected, we will spend our money 


accordingly. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Now, when you have done this and got a 
candidate elected, do you expect him to vote in accordance 
with the way you and your clients want him to vote? 

MR, SAMISH: No, sir, we don't do that. If we decide 
to support a candidate, we have a pretty fair knowledge as 
to what his thinking is, the type of man he is, and whether 
he is interested in good government or not, we never 
extract promises. In fact, as I mentioned before, we 
support a lot of candidates thet we don't meet, not even 
when the Legislature convenes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: But, you haven't been able to think, 
so far, of the name of a single candidate that you supported 
after he had failed to vote the way you believed he should 
vote on important issues? 

MR. SAMISH: We don't think of that. You're dealing 
with one hundred twenty men, 

MR. WILLIAMS: Now, I'm dealing with the members of the 
Legislature at the present time. 

MR. SAMISH: Yes, one hundred twenty members. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Is this a fact as reported by Mr. Velie 
in the second column of page sixty of this August 20 number, 
that you said, "'Give me an Assemblyman, and you can have 
all the mayors in California,' he says." 

MR. SAMISH: Well, you don't give me an assemblyman. 
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MR, WILLIAMS: Did you make that statement? 

MR, SAMISH: You asked--now, please just be a little 
temporizing... 

MR, WILLIAMS: Just answer the question. 

MR, SAMISH: I*11 be happy to cooperate with you, which 
I'm trying to do. I'm not interested in mayors, I'm in- 
terested in Legislators. You don't give me assembiymen. 
That is his owm interpretation of the verbage. I'm mostly 
interested in the Legislature, I'm not interested in mayors. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well, now, did you make the statement 
to him, “Give me an Assenblyman and you can have all the 
mayors of California"? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't talk that way. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Did you make this statement? 

MR. SAMISH: I said I don't talk that way. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Did you make the statement? 

MR, SAMISH: I couldn't have made it if I don't talk 

way. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Will you answer this yes or no. 

MR. SAMISH: Say it again. 


MR. WILLIAMS: Did you make the statement, “Give me an 
Assemblyman and you can have all the mayors of California"? 


MR. SAMISH: No. 
MR. WILLIAMS: All right. Now, it further follows that 


out by Saying that it is estimated that you control a hard 


core of thirty assemblymen.... 
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MR, SAMISH: Now, just stop there, Do you want to ask 
a little more on that? 

MR. WILLIAMS: I want to ask whether it is a fact that 
you control or claim to control a hard core of thirty 
assemblymen? 

MR, SAMISH: Mr. Williams, let me say this to you 
again, I'm supposing that we are going to, or at least 
you are going to, and this committee is going to conduct 
an investigation along lines to generally find out the sub- 
ject of lobbying. Now, I expressed myself when I first come 
here that I would be more than willing to cooperate with 
you, but let's not deal with trivial matters. Let me just 
call this to' your attention, if I may. The statement you 
read, “At Sacramento, the California capital, it is estimated 
he controls a hard core of thirty assemblymen." That is 
Mr, Velie talking. Follow me, Mr. Williams. I know you 
are a fair man. 

MR, WILLIAMS: I'm trying to find out what you are 
going to say about that. 

MR. SAMISH: Permit me to answer that. Mr. Velie says-~- 
this is Mr, Velie--this is his ow words, “At Sacramento, 


the California capital, it is estimated he controls a hard 

core of thirty assemblymen ." That is Mr. Velie talking. 
Now, again let me call your attention to something 

that is an actual fact emanating from the mouth of a lobbyist 

Maybe he didn’t make that statement, but again let me call 
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this to your attention, page sixty-three.... 

MR, WILLIAMS: You have already told us about that, 
haven't you? 

MR, SAMISH: Page sixty-three. Just a moment, please, 
let's be honorable and fair about this thing, and I know 
that is the way you want to be. I againget back to page 
sixty-three, "Scene in a Lobbyist's Hotel.” 

MR, WILLIAMS: You have already read that to us. 

MR, SAMISH: And it is a statement that emanated from 
the mind of a lobbyist. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You told us a few minutes ago that Mr. 
Velie stated that. 

MR, SAMISH: Mr. Velie said--Mr, Velie quotes my 
statement about thirty. Mr. Velie said this lobbyist made 
this statement about fifty. Why deal with trivial matters. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Let's get the fact--you regard a state- 


ment that you control thirty assemblymen as being a trivial 


matter? 
MR, SAMISH: Mr. Williams, let me say this to you.... 
MR. WILLIAMS: Do you regard that as a trivial matter? 
SAMISH: I don't control one assemblyman. 
WILLIAMS: That is what I want to know. 

MR. SAMISH: I don't control one, but getting back to 
page sixty-three where Mr, Velie says a man says, "I control 
fifty assemblymen....." 

MR, WILLIAMS: And he says about Art Samish, “I can 
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deliver the Legislature." 

MR, SAMISH: That is Mr, Velie talking. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Is that the truth? 

MR, SAMISH: Wait just a minute, Mr. Velie is making 
the statement. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Is it the truth that you control any 
single member of the Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: Wot one member of the Legislature, 

MR, WILLIAMS: And if you are getting money from any 
interest in the State of California on the theory that you 
can control or effect the activity of any member of the 
Legislature, you are getting that money by false pretenses, 
aren't you? 

MR, SAMISH: I don’t know what you are talking about. 

MR. WILLIAMS: You heard what I said. 

MR, SAMISH: I don't care what you said. In the first 


place I don't make those statements. I don't control one man 


of the Legislature, I don't make statements that I control 


one man and I defy you or anybody else to prove it. 
MR. WILLIAMS: I say if you are getting money on the 


theory. «ee. 
MR, SAMISH: I defy you or anybody else to prove it. 
I've been thirty-four years in this business. [I don't 
require you or anybody else toc put those words in my mouth. 
MR, WILLIAMS: You are paid how much money by the 
Brewers! Institute? 
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MR. SAMISH: Thirty thousand dollars a year, not for 
the Legislature. 

MR, WILLIAMS: What are you paid for the Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: That is a part of the work, it is incident 

MR, WILLIAMS: And you do that every year? 


MR, SAMISH: Year in and year out. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Every year the Legislature is in session, 


and you work in getting people elected to the Legisiature? 
MR, SAMISH: I may cooperate with our industry 


generally. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Do you ever work in preventing people 


from being elected to the Legislature? 

MR. SAMISH: If I don't think they are qualified, I 
may do that, too. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And the qualification in you mind is 
whether they are acceptable to the industry or the industries 
which you represent? 

MR. SAMISH: Not altogether. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You don't vote against--you don't vote 
for people who are against the ideas of your industry, do 
you? 

MR. SAMISH: I think there are times we support a 
candidate where we don't particularly care whether they are 
friendly, or what would you. say, to our industry, but because 


they are good honest men and they are capable. 
MR. WILLIAMS: You don't support any drys, do you? 
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MR. SAMISH: I try to find out whether they might be 
dry, so we do our best for then. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You do your best to prevent their get- 
ting into the Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: That's your opinion again, 

MR, WILLIAMS: All right. Then, it's a fact that you 
do not control a hard core or any core or any number or 
any single legislator of the State of California? 

MR. SAMISH: Of course, I don't. 

MR. WILLIAMS: All right. Now, it says here on the 
same column, the same page that Artie--when I use the word 
"Artie" I'm just quoting. 

MR, SAMISH: I know, that is an endearing term, and 
I know you like me, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Not that much. 

MR, SAMISH: I mean, when I look at one another, you 
got to like each other or you don't look at then. 

MR, WILLIAMS: We are on terms of Mr, Williams and Mr. 
Samish. It says here, “Artie takes a hand in organizing the 


legislature. The object: to capture those committees that 


can speed or kill the laws he's interested in." 
Is it a fact that you take a hand in organizing the 


Legislature? 
MR. SAMISH: I'm probably not even in Sacramento when 


they are organized. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Do you have anything to do with the 
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naming of the various chairmen of committees? 

MR, SAMISH: Of course not. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Is it a fact that the speaker is the 
person who names the chairman and the members of the 


various committees? 
MR, SAMISH: I assume he does. He has that responsi- 


bility. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And do you have anytlzing to do, or 
have you ever had anything to do with determining who was 
speaker? 

MR, SAMISH: Well, I might have talked to a friend here 
or there if I thought a good man was a candidate. 

MR, WILLIAMS: You will admit you have had at least that 
much to do with it? 

MR, SAMISH: Yes, that small part. 

MR. WILLIAMS: What about this expression, "Artie 
takes a hand in organizing the Legislature"? 

MR. SAMISH: That is Mr, Velie's interpretation. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Do you have anything to do with the 
naming of the committees? 

MR. SAMISH: I told you I may say something, "Mr. 
Williams is a nice man. I think you ought to vote for him," 
MR, WILLIAMS: How about this committee on Public 
Morals? Do you have anything to do before that committee? 

MR, SAMISH: Only to see our people go over there and 
make a proper presentation. 
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MR. WILLIAMS: Do you have anything to do with the 
naming of members of that committee? 

MR, SAMISH: Well, I would like some speaker to come 
elong some day and say, "Here, Artie, do you want to name 
them?" 

MR. WILLIAMS: I want to agk you.... 

MR, SAMISH: You know I don't. 

MR. WILLIAMS: This man who talked with you for days 
and got this information says that you do. 

MR. SAMISH: I can't help about that. You are reading 
that. That's his interpretation, 

MR, WILLIAMS: I never seen you before today, but this 
man that talked to you day after day says you do. 

] MR. SAMISH: He talked to a great many people besides 


me, I would have liked to have had him alone exclusively. 


Maybe we could have gotten a good article. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Do you have any control over the vote or 
the action of any member of the Assembly Committee on Public 


Morals? 
MR, SAMISH: Why, of course not. There is not a man 


on that. committee that is not intelligent enough to handle 


his own affairs and be his own master. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Wow, I turn to something that seems 
rather specific. That is at the top of page sixty-two, in 


Which you are quoted as saying, “'The engrossing and en- 
rolling clerk is the key figure in the Assembly,‘ says Artie. 
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‘How can the governor act on a measure if it doesn't get to 
him--or if the bill has to go back to the printer?'" 
Did you make that statement? 


MR, SAMISH: It's true. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Now, is it a fact that in your knowledge 


or your opinion that if a comma, quoting, “If a comma is mis- 


placed, if a word is misspelled, the measure can't move on 
to the governor for his signature. Thus, late in the session 
a bill can be expedited, and live--or delayed, and die." 

Is that a fact? 

MR, SAMISH: That is not a fact, no. Let me tell you 
this, so you will learn a little something about that par- 
cular subject, Years ago when I was a kid, I was engrossing 
and enrolling clerk, so I happen to know something about 
that department, and it is true that a bill before it passes 
either house of the Legislature has to be properly engrossed, 
punetuated properly and everything else. That means it goes 
out to the printer and it is returned. Now, after ea bill 
passes both houses of the Legislature, it comes up for 
enrollment, and that means it comes to the pruning clerk 
who in turn takes it down to the governor or the governor's 
secretary, for which he secures a signature. So my conten- 
tion in discussing the subject with Mr, Velie was to the 
effect that that is a tremendously important legislative 
procedure, the engrossing and enrolling. 

MR, WILLIAMS; And did you intend to convey the impressioz 
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which is conveyed by Mr. Velie, that if a person stood well 
with the engrossing and enrolling clerk that he could pre- 
vent a measure from reaching the governor because there 
would be mistakes purposely made in it? 

MR. SAMISH: That is very ridiculous, There is no 


chance, 
MR, WILLIAMS: Did you intend to convey that idea? 


MR. SAMISH: No, absolutely not, There is no chance 


of that in the procedure anyway. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Do you have any control over the present 
engrossing and enrolling clerk in the Assembly? 

MR. SAMISH: Don't even know his name, he or she, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Is there any person employed or any 
officers of the Legislature of the State of California who 
takes direction from you in relation to any of his official 
duties? 

MR, SAMISH: Wo, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, this seems to be perhaps getting at 
the meat of this article. It says here at the bottom of the 
first colum on page sixty-two and the top of the second 
column: "In the legislature, Artie uses his power with 
reserve, He usually confines himself to matters that con- 
cern his clients, Here he exerts his greatest power. By 
sticking to these he doesn't risk getting into fights he 
might lose, In this way he shrewdly strengthens the legend 
of his juggernaut power." 
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Now, it appears from what you have said in response 
to my questions, that you actually don't have any power in 
the Legislature at all, That is true, is it not? 

MR, SAMISH: That is right. 

MR, WILLIAMS: So if there is any word gotten out or 
any impression been spread that you do have any power, that 
is a legend and not the truth, isn't it? 

MR, SAMISH: Whatever you call those words--I'm not 
familiar with them 

MR, WILLIAMS: It is a legend, You know what the 
expression "juggernaut power" means? 

MR, SAMISH: Wo, that is a big word for me. 

MR, LLIAMS: You told me you have been associating 
with legislators, high grade men, for thirty-four years. 

MR, SAMISH: That is right. | 

MR. WILLIAMS: You should have picked up a little 
of their language. 

WR, SAMISH: Those words don't come up there. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Didn't you get any education from mixing 
with these high-powered men? 

MR, SAMISH: What do you think? 

MR, WILLIAMS: I think you did, and I thinkyou are 
pretending you didn't. 

MR, SAMISH: Thank you, sir, you are very complimentary. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Isn't it a fact, Mr. Samish, you par- 


ticipated in having this article written, or these two 
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artitles written, because you wanted to impress certain 
people in the State of California with the idea that you 
possessed a power to control legislation and public officials 


in this state, that you didn't actually possess at all? 
It is a fact, isn't it? 

MR. SAMISH: It is not a fact, 

MR, WILLIAMS: Can you explain why you participated 
in this thing, that you have marked as a humorous affair, 
if you didn't have any such idea? What was your idsa in 
participating in this thing that reflects upon the Legis- 
lature of the State of California? 

MR, SAMISH: That is the only thing you want to ask 
me now? 

MR. WILLIAMS: Yes. 

MR, SAMISH: Let me tell you why I did it, Mr. 
Williama. I did it for the one reason, andi call your 
attention to the last paragraph of the article. If any of 
my participation in the Collier's articles as you have 
dissected them today, and any questions you have asked 
me, or I have attempted to answer, or if there has been 
any publicity in connection with this article, if I have 
done nothing else, the purpose of the article is in the 
last paragraph which reads as follows: 

"*tHow can the people get rid of you and others like 
you in California, Artie?' this writer asked Samish. 

"“*There is one way,' Artie replied. ‘The people must 
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take more interest in the men they elect.'" 
MR, WILLIAMS: It is your opinion, then, that if the 
people did take more interest in the men they elect, they 








would get rid of you and others like you? 
MR, SAMISH: Yes, and others, 
MR, WILLIAMS: You in particular? 







MR, SAMISH: And if it's necessary for me to sacrifice 










myself to California to bring this to the attention of the 





pople, and that goes for any so-called bosses or anybody 
else I may work for, because my decision from here on is 





that if it's necessary for me to decide between so-called 










bosses I represent and the people who I'm going to represent, 
I'm representing the people.| | 





I'm through being an errand boy. 
MR, WILLIAMS: Well, you have in the past been an 






errand boy, is that it? 
MR, SAMISH: Irrespective of what I've been, that is 






my policy for the future, Now, if the article, as you have 
read it and others, in Collier's will awaken the people of 
California to the necessity of being on the alert to protect 







free institutions and to protect this country for my 
children and your children, and to do as I request in the 
last paragraph of this article as an American, I'm willing 







to sacrifice myself, 
MR, WILLIAMS: All right. Now, let's get down to this, 

You intended by that last paragraph to indicate that whatever 

you were and whatever you stood for would be eliminated if 
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the people did have enough interest in the public officials 


they elected, is that correct? 
MR, SAMISH: My contention, Mr, Williams, is that this 


is a day and age of helping those that can't help themselves, 
I've advocated for twelve years that a smart man is a man 
that's got ten acres and a garage filled full of eanned 
beans, and I've come to this determination that if some of 


the officials of the corporate interests, about fifty per 
cent of them would take an interest on election day instead 
of doing the thing that they have done up to the present 
time--well if you got to sacrifice Samish or anybody else 
in order to help mass elements, mob psychology, I'm willing 
to be sacrificed. I now represent the people. 

MR, WILLIAMS: All right. Now, when did you start 
representing the people? 

MR, SAMISH: I decided sometime ago. I'm a grandfather 
today, my dear man, and I've all the interest in the world 
in seeing that mass element mob psychology has a little 
interest in this world, and I want to perpetuate what I 
term the beautiful things free America has to offer, 

MR. WILLIAMS: All right. Now, let's get back to this, 
ard will you please answer this question directly. You said 
in these last two paragraphs of this article that if the 
pecple take more interest in the men they elect that they 
will get rid of you and others like you in California. What 
is there about you that people who take an interest in the 
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men they elect would want to get rid of you. You have been 
telling us how you don't do anything that is wrong. 

MR, SAMISH: Let me say this. If you elect the type of 
mam, whether to the Legislatwe, or otherwise, who is in- 
dependent in his thinking, Art Samish or other lobbyists 
don't mean a thing. Those men, independently and intelli- 
gently are going to make their own decisions. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well, who makes the decisions now, Do 












you make their decisions now? 
MR, SAMISH: Wo, and nobody says anybody makes their 
decisions. I've not said so and you can't interpret anything 
I've said to that effect. The only possible thing I can do 
is to have a thorough understanding of the industry I 




















represent and in turn convey it to the people who are a 
part of this industry, who in turn can go over before 
committees and be informative and tell these good legis- 
lators the things from experience, the things that are 
essential to this country, the things that affeet people 
generally. The industries I represent don't want anything 
Selfishly. I hear a lot of rumors, a lot of statements 
and whatnot. I don't believe anything bad in connection 


with what I hear goes on whether in Sacramento or elsewhere. 
















I do believe that the public needs a good lobbyist and I 
have decided to become the public’s lobbyist. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Now, Mr, Samish, let's get down to this. 
Who pays you for these beautiful thoughts you have had and 







GRAESER REPORTERS 
535 OCHSNER BLDG., SACRAMENTO, PHONE GILBERT 2-0044 































OL 
If 


SI 


df 
ol 
OL 
VI 


Bf 


a) 


o omrtooaapra ow 


10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 


24 


25 









expressed through your various people in the Legislature, 
the Brewers of California. 

MR, SAMISH: What thoughts are you speaking about? 

MR. WILLIAMS: These beautiful thoughts about love 
and affection, your grandchildren and things of that kind? 

MR, SAMISH: Who pays for that? 

MR, WILLIAMS: Yes, 

MR. SAMISH: I'm not paid for that, That is my own 
thinking. They are not paying for any thoughts of that 
kind, They are not paying for the things I'm telling you, 
These are personal, the way I believe. 

MR. WILLIAMS: What do they pay you for? 

MR, SAMISH: For consulting with them, talking with 
them, counselling with their secretaries, discussing 
matters with their lawyers--just a general good knowledge 
because of years of experience, like meeting a nice 
gentleman like you in a committee like this. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Don't they pay you for the work you do 
in the Legislature? 

MR, SAMISH: I wouldn't say that. I don't care if the 
Legislature never meets. 

MR, WILLIAMS: How much does the Brewers' Institute 
pay you? 

MR, SAMISH: Thirty thousand. 
MR. WILLIAMS: How many money are you allowed to use 


for campaigning? 
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MR, SAMISH: Whatever I decide to spend. 
MR. WILLIAMS: And who else pays you for your work 
before the Legislature? 
MR, SAMISH: I only represent the State Brewers‘ 
Institute. 
WILLIAMS: Who else pays you? 
SAMISH: Por what? 
WILLIAMS: For any work you do before the Legis- 
Is there anybody else? 
SAMISH: I've got a client for a dollar a year, 
WILLIAMS: I mean people with money. Santa Anita 
money. 
SAMISH: Are you talking about years ago or now? 
WILLIAMS: WNow-ewho pays you now? 
SAMISH: I don't work for Santa Anita. 
WILLIAMS: When did you work for them last? 
SAMISH: Three or four years ago. I threw them 
client. 
LUIAMS: Who else do you work for? 

SAMISH: As far as Sacramento is concerned? 
WILLIAMS: Yes, 
SAMISH: The Brewers' Institute, 
WILLIAMS: Do you do anything for the Motor Carriers? 
SAMISH: I don't have to. Everybody else does your 


work there today. Let me tell you about that. You want to 


know about the Motor Carriers? I get a nominal sum because 
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I don't want it. On the other hand, there are a lot of 





people who don't like buses and there are a lot in the bus 
business today. They do all the work, and I ride on their 
glory. I figure I have, well, what would you call it, ser- 
ved my apprenticeship. They do the work, and.... 

MR, WILLIAMS: You get paid for it. How much do they 
pay you? 

MR. SAMISH: Nine thcusand a year, I think it is-<-a 
very small sum. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Well, I'm sure that's a small sum for 
you. 

MR, SAMISH: It's very small. I've been getting that 
game nine thousand for, I think, over twenty years. 

MRe WILLIAMS: Over twenty years? 

MR, SAMISH: Yes. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And you don't herve to do anything for 
it? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't do afiything for it. You write 
and tell them that. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Have you been getting this thirty 
thousand dollars from the Brewers' Institute for a number 
of years? 

MR, SAMISH: Ever since repeal. 

MR, WILLIAMS: And did you get more than that at one 
time? 

MR. SAMISH: Now, I don't remember. I don't think so. 
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MR. WILLIAMS: What is your best recollection? 
MR, SAMISH: My best recollection is thirty thousand, 







I don't want any more. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Who else pays you? 
SAMISH: For what? 
MR. WILLIAMS: For doing any work for the Legislature? 


















MR. SAMISH: I only do work for the Brewers’ Institute, 





MR. WILLIAMS: Whet work do you do besides legislative 





the Brewers' or anybody else? 
MR, SAMISH: I do a lot of things, my dear man. 
MR, WILLIAMS: You do work in connection with political 







campaigns? 
MR, SAMISH: That is a small part of my business today. 












MR, WILLIAMS: You get paid for that? 
No. 
What else do you do? 








MR, SAMISH: 
MR, WILLIAMS: 
MR, SAMISH: Let me tell you what I do in the liquor 










business, I represent the hotel men, distilled spirits, 







retail, wholesale, on sale, off sale, package stores--we've 
We get together in a meeting 





got a terrific endless chain. 
room like this. I may sit up there. We work out 4 policy 











and we coordinate activities. We all decide to go for it. 


I don't get paid for it. 
MR, WILLIAMS: That is in connection with your backing 







of candidates for office? 





MR. SAMISH: Backing of candidates, initiatives, 
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referendums, anything generally that affeets our industry. 

MR, WILLIAMS: It all has to do with law making in the 
State of California and law enforcement? 

MR. SAMISH: Not particularly. Law enforcement, yes. 

MR. WILLIAMS: Now, in connection with law enforcement, 
you keep a close tab on the State Board of Equalization? 

MR. SAMISH: We do this, Mr. Williams, we wateh the 
activity of the State Board of Equalization. We feel, see, 
that we are terrific--we spend lots of money in lots of ways 
of creating consumer acceptance of products, yu know. And 
I think people would want us to stay in business, 

MR. WILLIAMS: Let me ask you this. If a member of the 
State Board of Equalization isn't performing in accordance 
with your ideas of the way he should perform, then you 
back somebody else for his job at the next election? 

MR. SAMISH: We have never had an occasion of that kind. 
You mean if he doesn't do things the way I want him to? 

MR. WILLIAMS: You know what I mean by that, if he 
doesn't enforce the law. 

MR, SAMISH: If he doesn't perpetuate and stabilize our 
interest.... 

MR, WILLIAMS: Has that ever happened? 

MR. SAMISH: I think we took an interest once upon a 
time in a candidate, yes. | 

MR. WILLIAMS: Who was that? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't recall his name, I think there 
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2 time, and I don't think he was particularly friendly or 
3 something--I can't recall exactly--so some other candidate 
4 came along that we thought had more ab! lity, and I think we 
5 supported him, I'm not sure, but I think so. 
6 MR. WILLIAMS: Let's get down to some brass tacks. You 
¥ have stressed your desire to be helpful to this committee. 
& Isn't it a fact in your opinion that the ability to control 
9 large sums of money, which may or may not be used on behalf 
OL 10 of a candidate or which may be used against a candidate for 
if 11 election is a vicious thing in the State of California so 
Si 12 far as trying to keep politics clean? 
ot 13 MR. SAMISH: I'm not so sure about that--no, I don't 
df 14 agree with you. I'l] tell you why I don't agree with you. 
pol 16 MR, WILLIAMS: You don't think.... 
ol 16 MR. SAMISH: Wait a minute. You asked a question. Let 
ive 17 me answer. I don't think so for one reason, and I'm not 
BL 18 asking you questions, but I'm making this statement. The 
| et 19 members of the Legislature at the fee they receive today are 
| OS «0 certainly underpaid. Men getting a hundred dollars a month, 
| Is el twelve hundred dollars a year, when election time comes along i 
2S ee in order for the public generally and to have good representa- 
ES as tion up there, industry has to get behind those good men. 
= 7” WR. WILLIAMS: Thst is evading the question I asked you. 
as 25 


I asked you this and you said you wanted to be fair and give 
your help to this committee. Don't you think it is a fact 
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that any organization under the direction of one man such as 
yourself, Brewers’ Institute with the allied liquor interests 
is in a position to either insure the election of a candidate 
or insure his defeat by putting money behind him or money 
behind his opponent and that that is a vicious thing in 
politics? 

WR. SAMISH: What do you want me to say* 

MR. WILLIAMS: - want you to say whether you think this 
is a vicious thing or not. 

WR. SAMISH: That's your interpretation. 

WR. WILLIAMS: What do you think. 

MR. SAMISH: I think these men are underpaid and need 
support from good honest industry. 

MR, WILLIAMS: Don't you think the natural result is 
that a man securing support from some certain organizetion 
like that is going to feel obligated to them to vote their 
way? 

MR. SAMISH: Wo, I don't think so a bit. 

MR. WILLIAMS: In other words, he takes it and gives 
nothing in return? 

MR, SAMISH: I don’t think that industry looks upon it 
that way. I think industry simply looks upon good quality, 
good ingredients of aman. They don't have to extract 
promises or do tricks. I don't agree with you at all, any 


more than I agree with you on initiative or referendum that 


we have in Californis today. We get a proposition on a ballot 
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let me say this to you so you will learn something, Mr. 








Williams, I think that what Mr. Velie had in mind when he 






originally come here was to try to determine--follow this-- 






as to whether the convention system as experienced by the 






State of New York and by the Stete of Illinois, is comparable 
to our direct primary in California as created by Hiram 






Johnson. 







In California we have a two party system, and we have 





our formile upon which a man is elected to office, ard the 






Stete of New York and the State of Illinois go into conven- 
tion and designate a candidate for the Senate--rather for 






any particular office by the particular party, and he becomes 






a candidate. But in our state, the people have the say. 





Now, if the people are alarmed to what is going on so- 






called in Sacramento and elsewhere, if they take an interest 






in politics, if they go to the polls and express themselves, 






there is no fear for an Art Samish type or any other lobbyist 






or any influence of any kind, Mr.Williams. 





MR. WILLIAMS: Then, you feel that insofar as this 





article purporting to express the idea that you as the oldest 






and most experienced lobbyist in the State of Cglifornia 






control the Legislature, you can elect candidates or you 






can prevent their being elected, you can tell a man how to 





vote or how not to vote according to this article--that is 







untrue, you say? You don't have any such influence? 








MR. SAMISH: No, absolutely not. 
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WR. WILLIAMS: Then, if you with all of your influence 





don't have any such influence, how would it be possible for 


anybody else to have any influence in the Legislature? 












MR. SAMISH: Who said so--I didn't say so. But that 





article, page sixty-three, says so. 





WR. WILLIAMS: You say the man isn't telling the truth? 











MR. SAMISH: I'm saying Mr. Velie said Art Samish said-- 






but on page sixty-three Mr, Velie said Butler said that. 





WR. WILLIAYS: You clair what Mr. Velie said about you 







is untrue? 





WR. SAMISH: Pesitively not true. I'm not sure but 






what he says Mr.Butler said is not true, either. 





CHAIRMAN STEWART: At this time the committee will go 









into executive session for a few minutes. 






(Thereupon the committee went into executive session 






at 3:10 o'clock, p.m.) 





CHAIRMAN STEWART: Let's have order, gentlemen. Mr. 






Mr. Williams, proceed. 





Samish, you may resume the stand. 






WR. WILLIAMS: Jyst a few more questions, Mr. Samish 






to cover some points that are perhaps not clear. With 






reference to this One World resolution concerning which I 






asked you this morning, did you have any communication with 






any person on the subject of your either supporting or not 






supporting that resolution? 







MR. SAMISH: (Shook head in the negative.) 





MR. WILLIAMS: Did you talk with Paul Smith, the 
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editor of the Chronicle? 








MR. SAMISH: I don't recall whether he called me or not. 





I wouldn't remember, but I didn't talk to anybody about it. 






WR, WILLIAMS: Did you do anything about that resolution? 





SAMISH: No. 





MR. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Were you paid any money by any person to 









do anything about that? 






MR. SAMISH: No, positively. 





MR. WILLIAMS: In other words, specifically your answer 





to that whole group of questions is that you hed nothing to 
do with the matter of this One World resolution? 






MR, SAMISH: That is right, and I don't believe I ever 





talked to Paul Smith about it. I don't recall. I want to be 





fair about that. 






MR, WILLIAMS: Now, it is a fact, is it not, that during 







this last Legislature there were several bills affecting, or 


introduced? 





intended to affect race tracks which were 








MR. SAMISH: Oh, yes, quite a few bills. 







MR. WILLIAMS: And did you approach any person represent- 






ing any of the race tracks for the purpose of soliciting 





employment in connection with those bills? 





WR. SAMISH: Positively not. 








MR. WILLIAMS: Either to support them or to kill or 






attempt to kill them? 





MR. SAMISH: No, but I was approached on them. 













MR. WILLIAMS: You yourself did not make any approach? 
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MR. SAMISH: Wo, not a bit. 


MR. WILLIAMS: You did nothing whatsoever? 






MR. SAMISH: Positively I wouldn't want nothing to do 


WR. WILLIAMS: Now, in connection with this local 
© ption constitutional amendment--I think you said that you 


local option amendment, which I think was No, 12, and yours 


was No. 2. 


MR. SAMISH: Oyrs was No. 2 and theirs was No. 12. 
MR. WILLIAMS: Well now, prior to that matter going 


a bill known as Assembly Constitutional Amendment No. 12, 


MR, SAMISH: Wo, not the purpose of which was to 





or not, 






535 OCHSNER 


alarm the people of California. 









with them, that is right, very definitely. 


hed had quite a lot to do with the public fight which was 


taken to the voters in connection with your No. 2 amendment, 


before the people, it is a fact is it not that you had some- 
thing to do with the introduction before the Legislature of 


the purpose of which was to counteract the local option bill? 


counteract the local option bill--the purpose of that, the 


introduction of that measure at that time was to enl‘ven, to 





want to be fair with you, because the gentleman that asked 
you to ask this question has heard me say this before--the 
drys qualified their initiative, you see, and the day they 
qualified their initiative, as you know, or whether you know 
there is no limitation on the 


constitutional amendments, you see, so consequently--I mean 
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my thinking was immediately to let the people of California 
know, having a mind that the basic industry of California's 






agriculture was affected--to let them know that there was a 









local option measure that qualified. This is the first 






one we have had since 1936. 
Now, in order to do that, to keep it on the front pages 






of the newspapers and keep it on the radio and keep the 









gossip and comment going, my immediate thinking was, "Let's 






get somebody some place, somehow to introduce a constitutional 





amendment that will repeal by one sentence the local option," 





We had a constitutional amendment drafted 





which we did. 








some place, one of our men did, the last sentence of which 







repealed the other, if it passed the Legislature. Should 





it be voted on by the people, the last line would repeal 





the initiative the was qualified by the people. Now, the 





only purpose of having that introduced--it wasn't for the 
Now, let me tell you, and I 









purpose of putting it through. 







mean this seriously--it was introduced for the purpose of 






keeping it on front pages and in the radio so we could tell 






the people of the state that there was a qualified initiative 
on the ballot, because after all the thing was amended 





back and forth. We played with it so the dear newspaper 







would carry it in the front page and the radio would carry 






it, after which it was sent back to committee. 






I tell you, Mr. Williams, you can't introduce a con- 


stitutional amendment without tad&ing it up with every branch 
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of the industry. You can't get the proper wordage. S80 





the amendment that was introduced on that subject was just 








Nobody was serious about it. 





done to arouse everybody. 






MR. WILLIAMS: Well, you yourself had somebody prepare 






the amendment and saw that it was introduced before the 


Legislature? 
MR. SAMISH: Well, I talked about it with one of our 










attorneys, saying, "Throw it in, throw in anything to repeal 





it, just to keep it hopped up. 





MR, WILLIAMS: You were the motivating person behind it? 








MR, SAMISH: It was my thinking, yes, sure. 





MR. WILLIAMS: I think that covers what I had in mind. 






CHAIRMAN STEWART: All right, Mr..... 





MR. SAMISH: Let me finish further so you will know the 









whole story, and I want to be fair about it. After we 





got through with the Legislature--I mean the Legislature 






Then we got every branch of 





ad journed--we a1] went home. 







the industry together, you see, the agricultural end, 






because you must remember that the Brewers for instance use 


California hops--and naturally we called everybody together. 






We got on sale, off sale, brewers,distributors--we had an 






endless chain, as I have said before, and we got a proposi- 







tion we more or less agreed upon. We want to clean up the 


women's things, the minors' things and a lot of things. of 








course, we want to repeal 12, too. We initiated and we 






secured over five hundred thousand signatures in less than 
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thirty days, so it finally got on the ballot. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: Mr. McCarthy, do you want to ask 
some questions? 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Yes. First of all, we will con- 
fine ourselves strictly to 1949, the last session of the 
Legislature. The first question I would like to ask is 
what are the names of the men on your pay roll at Sacramento? 

WR, SAMISH: The names of the men on my pay roll? 

ASSEVBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Yes. 

MR. SAMISH: On my pay roll? 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Yes. 

MR. SAMISH: I don't think there is any man on my pay 


roll. 
ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Let's rephrase the question this 


way--how many men are there that are paid through your clients 


MR. SAMISH: Well, there is Herb Jasper. He is paid 
through the Brewers!. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: How much does he receive? 

MR. SAMISH: You mean a salary? 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Yes. 

MR, SAMISH: Six thousand dollars a year. 


ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Anyone else? 
WR. SAMISH: I don't think so offhand. I would have to 


check that, but I don't recall offhand. You are talking 


about my pay roll? 
ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: In other words, your organization. 
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MR. SAMISH: Jasper doesn't get paid by me either. He 
is paid by the Brewers’. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: You say you have him to run 
errands? 

MR. SAMISH: That is just about all he does. I don't 
know who he runs them for. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTEY: . How much money is expended in 
Sacramento by your clients either for your salary or for your 
associates or anybody connected with the Brewers'? 


MR. SAMISH: Let me tell you the way we will operate. 


You're a baby in the business. Let me tell you so you will 


know. I'11 be happy to inform you particularly. The way 
we operate at Sacramento, we have got rooms up there. We 
have a headquarters and whatever they do--I don't know-- 
you've been up there, haven't you? 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: I've been up there. I know how 
they operate. 

MR. SAMISH: I don't know whether you do know, or you 
wouldn't ask me. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MecCARTHY: How much would the bills run 
for the session? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't know. I souldn't tell you. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Well, Mr. Ssmish, I believe you 
stated this morning--it is unfortunate. we haven't the 
transcript--perhaps I better reserve these until we meet in 


Los Angeles. You stated on direct--you stated that every 
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penny has been rigidly accounted for. 

MR. SAMISH: It is. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: You haven't any idea how much 
was spent? 

MR. SAMISH: I could find out. Approximately--I don't 
know how much it is. I don't know whether it is two 
thousand a month. How long were we up there? 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Five months. 

MR. SAMISH: I don't know whether it is ten thousand, 
twelve thousand for the entire session. I never question it. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: You have no idea on that? 

WR. SAMISH: No. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Now, one other question of Mr. 
Samish. 

MR. SAMISH: I would say this--I'm just trying to think. 


Wwe got those rooms up there and you know how we operate up 


there. We come up. We are friendly. You sit down and eat-- 


I don't see the bills. I'm not interested in it. I'm past 
all that. I don't go up to Sacramento so much. So the bill 
comes to two or three thousand and at the end of the month 
we pay it, that is all. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Do you think that amount of 
money has any influence in the Legislature in any way, Mr. 
Samish? That it influences legislation? 

MR, SAMISH: I don't think so a bit. Did it influence 


you? 
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ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: I was only up there once, and I 
assure you it did not. 

WR. SAMISH: Let me ask you something, Mr. yvoCarthy. 
pid I ever ask you anything in connection with any matter? 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Wo, that is correct. All right. 
A few more questions, Mr.Samish. You stated in the article 
in Collier's August 20 issue on page thirteen, third from 
the last paragraph on the first column that, "I have about. 
twenty-five people spotted around the Capitol.” Just in 
the '49 session, do you know who they are? 

MR. SAMISH: Who stated that? 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: "I have about twenty-five people 
spotted around the Capitol.” 

MR. SAMISH: Who said that? 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: It is a direct quote from you. 

MR. SAMISH: Whose article are you reading? 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTFY: Velie's. 

MR. SAMISH: You ask him. 


ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Well, have you any people? 


MR. SAMISH: I've got Jasper. I guess we've got rep- 
resentatives from different. branches of the industry. They 
are all looking out for our interests, looking around. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Would you know the nemes of those 
offhand? 

MR. SAMISH: There is an endless chain of them. Have 
you got their names--I'll verify them. 
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ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Couldn't you give us some of the 
names of people that spot for you? 

WR, SAMISH: I don't think they spot particularly. I 
don't know why they use the phrase "spot." What do I care 
what you or anyone else does. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: What do they do for you? 

MR. SAMISH: You tell me what they do. I don't think 
they do nothing. I don't think they do anything, rather. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Any of them on your pay roll, 
or your clients'? 

MR. SAMISH: Whether they are on my pay roll or my 
clients! I don't think they do anything. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Are any of them on your clients! 


or your pay roll? 


MR, SAMISH: I'11 tell you one that is an example. I 


got a lady whose on my pay roll,--I'm just thinking now--I 
want to be fair about it--who covers the labor committees 
of the Assembly and Senate who, I think, is well qualified 
to keep me informed of industrial problems. I pay her 
direct. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Ummm Hmmmm. 

MR. SAMISH: I pay her direct because I believe she is 
qualified to cover those committees and bring me back the 
kind of reports that are intelligent enough for me to know 
what's going on. 


ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: What's her name? 
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MR. SAMISH: I don't know--Betty--I don't know her 
name. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Would you have any records, Mr. 
Seamish of the people that you would either employ as, let's 
use the word (spotters"? 

MR. SAMISH: I got two--well, Betty. What's Betty's 
name? She's a nice girl, very intelligent. I've employed 
her for years at so much a week. I'1] employ her some more, 


and I've got all the confidence in her judgment ané every- 


thing she knows about legislation. The other fellow I had 


up there, Dwight O'Dell, he used to cover all the committees 
and everything, you know, and bring information back. 

Thet's all they could do. I like to know what's going on, 
but you are a new fellow. I don't know your thinking, so 
I've got to learn, so I'll have people watch you and who 
you associate with. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Have you any other names of 
people that watch legislators? 

MR. SAMISH: Dwight O'dell left me. He has become a 
newspaper publisher. Betty just works for me during the 
session. She covers the industrial committees, a very 
capable girl. I don't need anybody working for me. Every- 
body tells me everything anyway. You just happen to have 
been up there one session. You haven't got around to telling 


me or asking me to help you. 
ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Well, now, this wonderful indirect 
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filing system--how do you amass that information? 


MR. SAMISH: How? Well, it's very simple. I'm glad 
you asked me. I'm getting old in this business. I'll 
tell you how we do. We take you, for instance, and we learn 
about you, that you're married and got kiddies, and who 
your parents are and what fraternal orders you belong to, 
and we've a pretty good clipping service, and we carry it 
back over a period of years, and we build thst file for that 
particular session while you're a candidate. We know all 
about you. We know your thinking and everything, and that's 
the story. Then we throw it away. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Well, now, that takes money, 
does it not? 

MR. SAMISH: Yes--not so much. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: That is a relative term, too. 
How much money is spent in amassing this information? 

MR. SAMISH: I don't know. That stuff goes on--that's 
an incidental. I want to find out about this nice gentle- 
man--I got an excellent report on him. Those are very 
simple things and not costly. 

This man has a terrific reputation. I never saw him or 
heard about him until today. Now, give me three or four 
hours and I'l] learn all about a person. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: You have a record, I presume, 
for every client of every expenditure of your organization? 


MR. SAMISH: No, they have explicit confidence in me. 
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my principal said? "We have explicit confidence in Mr. 






Samish's ability to handle our affairs, and if he wants all 






our money, we just give it to him." 





ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Why do you say every penny has 





been rigidly accounted for? 









MR. SAMISH: It is. 








ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: If it is accounted for, who is 
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MR. SAMISH: You ask about expenses. They are accounted 







for. When we have hotel expenses--where those vouchers are, 





I don't know at this time, but it is all accounted for. 






















13 ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: I wouldn't expect you to have 
14 them now, but would you be able to get them at a future date? 
16 MR. SAMISH: The vouchers? 
16 ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Your expenditures in Sacramento. 
17 MR. SAMISH: I'11 give them to you for a present. I 
18 don't know about this. I don't pay no attention to them. 
19 Do you think every time they buy you a meal, I'm going to 
20 ask them to put it down? 
el ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Just one or two more eeahtens, 
Le Mr.Samish. Is there anyone-you mentioned the one dollar a 
cK) year for Golden Gate Turf Club and other organizations. 

| a4 Is there anyone else other than the Brewers' that you are 

25 directly or indirectly employed by? 

£6 MR, SAMISH: You mean on legislation? 
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ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: Yes. 
MR. SAMISH: NO, I haven't any clients for years. This 


is such @ misnomer. Let me tell you, if you come to me-- 


your father is a contractor. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: That is right. 

MR. SAMISH: Do you know what I would say? “Pine, I'11 
take the job for one buck a year, no more, no less. I don't 
want any expenses." That is the way I operate, Wr. McCarthy. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: When our Counsel this morning 
was questioning you, you told him not to get excited, and 
I believe you stated you wanted him to remain with us. Just 
what did you mean by that statement? 

MR. SAMISH: I meant this--I liked the man. I can sit 
here and I can judge character pretty well. As I've said 
before, I like you, so I like him. I don't want him to get 
excited. I want him to stay right here. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MeCARTHY: If he did get excited, wouldn't 
he remain here? 

MR. SAMISH: That's up to you--you can judge. I 
don't know the man, but I like the guy, period. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Those are the only questions, but 
I would like to make this motion, that at our meeting in Los 
Angeles, that Mr. Semish be required to bring in his books. 
However, I'll] make this statement that I don't want his books 
brought in unless we are going to pursue this with every 


other lobbyist we are going to consider with this committee. 
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In other words, I don't want it directed against this 
gentleman in particular. If we are going to do the job, we 
should require Monroe Butler and others to do likewise, so 


I would make the motion on that condition. If we are not 


going to go into this fully, I don't want Mr. Samish's books 


brought in. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: Is there any second? 

ASSEMBLYMAN COTLIER: I second that motion, Mr.Chairman, 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: State your motion again, will you? 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: The motion is on a contingency. 
I would like to ask the committee.... 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: Withdraw your motion for a minute, 
will you? 

ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: Yes. 

ASSEMBLYMAN COLLIER: I withdraw the second. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: Gentlemen of the committee, and 
gentlemen of the audience, this committee will adjourn today 
to meet in Los Angeles on Wednesday, November 9, and on 
Thursday, November 10. In the interim the transcript of this 
meeting today will be prepared and will be made available 
to the members of the committee, and wr.Samish, we will ask 
you and impress upon you that you are under subpoena to this 
committee, and we will ask you to be present on November 9, 
Wednesday the ninth, and Thursday the tenth in Los Angeles. 
That is the announcement of the chairman. 

MR. SAMISH: Does that affect our World Series, Frank? 
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PRANK FLYNN: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: It is in November. 

MR. SAMISH: WOvember--oh, I'd be pleased as long as 
it doesn't affect the World Series. I have to go there, and 
I don'¢ want anything to interfere with that. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: The committee will decide about that. 
This committee hes fust met in executive session and the 
committee agreed on that date. Now, then, if the committee 
wants to change the date, that is up to the committee. 

MR. SAMISH: Can I take the committee to the World 
Series? 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: I don't know whether they would like 
to have you do that in view of your testimony here today. 

MR. WILLIAMS: There isn't going to be any World Series 
in November. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: You heard Mr. S,gmish's statement, 
gentlemen, that he wants to take the conmittee to the world 
Series. 


ASSEMBLYMAN BROWN: There is no conflict at all. 


CHAIRMAN STEWART: Then, you will be present as you 


are under subpoena. Mr. McCarthy, did you want to make a 


motion? 
MR. MCCARTFY: I'l] renew the motion that it doesn't 


just stop with Mr. S@qish, but I want--that is my inquiry. 
In other. words, I don't want to bring Mr. Samish in and have 
him bring in his books and then drop the questioning. If we 
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are going into it thoroughly and get other lobbyists in, 
then I want to pursue the same thing with all of them. 
Otherwise I won't make the motion. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: I am the chairman of this committee. 
You are ten men. The chairman of this committee can give 
you no @asurance cf whet the committee will do with any 
motion you may make today and what they may do in the 
future. As you well know, they may move to reconsider the 
motion. The chairman doesn't have anything to say about it. 

ASSEMBLYMAN MoMILLAN: Mr. Chairman, there are some 
three hundred or four hundred lobbyists registered in 
Sacramento. Now, Mr. McCarthy, does your motion mean that 
the books of every one of those lobbyists will be brought 
before this committee? 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: On the contrary, Mr. MeMillan, 


probably ninety per cent don't keep books, and you know as 


well as I do, there would be only three or four or five 
major lobbyists that this committee would be interested in. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McMILLAN: I'm not sure of that, and how 
are you going to determine just whose books you are going to 
bring in? 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: May I ask this one question. Are 
we going to confine this to Mr. Samish, or are we going 
through with the resolution in its broad scope and investi- 
gate the lobbyists and report to the Legislature? 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: You ought to know better than to ask 
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the chairman. 
ASSEMBLYMAN MCCARTHY: That is what I want to know. If 


we are not, I don't see any reason to pursue this further, 


frankly. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: What is your pleasure, gentlemen? 
You heve decided to meet in Los Angeles on the ninth and 
tenth of November. I certainly as one member of this com- 
mittee will want to read this transcript and study it very 
carefully, and expect Mr. Samish to be there and have the 
privilege of having him interrogated on that date again. I 
haven't read this transcript. I can't remember al] Mr. 
Semish has said, and I can't remember all the questions 
propounded. 

ASSEMBLYMAN McCARTHY: I will withdraw my motion at 
this time as to the books. 

CHAIRMAN STEWART: Anything else to come before this 
committee? 

ASSEMBLYMAN HAWKINS: I move we adjourn. 

ASSEMBLYMAN GRANT: Second the motion. 

(The motion was carried and the committee meeting 


thereupon adjourned. ) 
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